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The chief pursose of this wabli sisiteliiae ‘is to distribute information on aen- 


" nauties to. the flying personnel in the Regular Amy, Reserve Corvs, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
Publishers are authorized to regrint material appearing in this publica- 


tion. 
a : 


AVIATION'S ‘REMEVACTOR, TRE. SILK wok. Shee 
By Vajor Charles J. Cleary, Air Corps Reserve, 
Materials Branch, teriel Division, Wright | Field 


UR old friend Noah Webster said. that "philartargpy is: concerned with the 
prevention of calamity, rether than in allaying it," in which case there 
seems to be little doubt that our friend of the "Lepidoptera" family, who 
is sometimes called "Bombyx Mori," is a real philanthropist, esvecially as far 
as the members of the flyins fraternity are concerned. 
Now "Lepidoptera" really meuns a sccle-winged insect and Bombyx Mori" 


“means the milberry silk-vorm, so in reality his full name is Mr. Bombyx Mori 
Lepidoptera; and. it is to him andthe other members of his very numerous and 


prolific family that all flyers, both good and bad (ceferring only to their 
ability), are indebted for the wonderful fiber from which the present parachute 


- cloth is made.’ It is about this very capable and industriovs little fellow 


that the following sketch is written, in the hope that his real worth will be 
appreciated and that his product will. receive the credit among the male sex 
which is its due,’ not only because it edorns the opposite sex, but for the re- 
marka.ble physical properties of the material from which our excellent parachutes 
are made, — 

It is generally agreed that the origin of the silk industry was in China, 
about’ 2700 B.C., according to the Chinese myths and legends. For a long while 
it was a'strictly-guarded secret of the royal family and was presided over by 
the reigning queen, About 500 3B.C., according to Confucius, it was the custom 
for the ladies of the many royal palaces to draw lots, and those who held the 
lucky numbers were thus chosen to be sent to the nursery to care for the worms, 
lucky ladies and lucky worms! -, but luckier »ilots who didn't have to try to 
put that one across at home and "make. it stick." 

Early in the Christian era, the cultivation of the silk worm was intro- 
duced into Jaron, later spreading to Asia, Persia and Turkey. In the eighth 
century it spread to Arabia, and thence to Spain. In the twelfth century, silk 
culture was practiced in France, wt in the latter country it was not until 
Louis XIV, who demanded so mich from his ladies and gentlemen in the way of 
dress, as well as in other things, that the silk industry really made ag apore- 
Ciable progress in France. . 

In America, as early. as 1620, there were attermts on the part of the 
Virginia colonists to raise mlberrv trees, and in 1657 there were just as 
definite attemots.to raise silk worms. «ll of these attemots enjoyed a certain 
amount of success, tut about 1940, after a spectacular series of promotions, 
blights, and financial maninulations, the entire American industry of raising 
silk worms and the cultivation of mulberry trees died an unnatural death; and 
although there have been sporadic attempts to revive it, the corpse has remain 
ed a corpse to this'day. The main reason for the failure of this industry in 
America is that the vroduction of rev silk is essentially a household industry 
Which takes a great amount of time and a still greater amount of hand labor. 

Now let us see all of the trouble that our friend, Mr. Bombyx M.Lepidoptera, 
mst go through in the raising of a Zamily. There are two main types of worm - 
those reproducing many times anmually, ‘which are called "polyvoltine," and those 
Which reproduce only once anmally and. are called “anmual." ‘The latter are the 
superior kind, although both kinds are used in the culture of silk. for the 
annual worm there is a time interval of about ten months between the time the 
eggs are laid and their hatching. ‘The first six months are required for a 
period of hibernation, and then the incubation follows, which takes about one 
month. Between the time ™” worm is hatched and it spins its cocoon is a period 
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of about forty days, which are very wsy ones for the new arrival. During this 
short time the worm is fed on finely-cho7z ed mulberry leaves and he grows at» 
tremendous rate. At four different intervals he sheds his coat-which he has out. 
grown, and at the end of about forty days he has increased in weight about 
10,000 times. Just to aid our unsuspecting reader in visualizing the enormng 
growth of this worm, let us sup x0se that we had a small model of the former 
Barling Bomber airplane, weighing about four »ounds, and by feeding it on 
mulberry leaves for forty days it finally grew to the full dimensions and weight 
of the real machine. Of course, the rorms do not grow to any such size or qe 
would all take to the storm cellar when Mr. B. Mori started out for his morning 
constitutional, but the percentage of change is the same for the worm as for 
the Barling Bomber, and it will. readily be seen that our friend the silk worm 
is lacking neither in ambitionmr ability. 

When the worm has reached the limit of his growth he is ready to spin th 
cocoon and he is placed on a mulberry leaf which is made ready for him. In th 
head of the worm is an exit tube to which are connected four glands. From two 
of the glands the silk fiber comes, and from the other two a cement- like sub- 
stance which holds the two threads of silk together as the entire roduct of 
the worm is exuded from the exit tube. When the fiber emefges from the exit 
tube, it coagulates upon contact with the air. It is at this time that the 
silk worm really goes to work. By moving his head in the form af a figure 
eight, the worm encloses himself, layer after layer, in the cocoon. The aubhor- 
ity from which most of these data are ovtained says that the worm makes about 
69 movements of his head in the form of an eight, each minute, which is travel- 
ing some even if he doesn't get anywhere. In the humble o»inion of the writer, 
the ability to make 69 figure eigats ina mimite eatomatically elects Mr. B. 
Mori to the fraternity of flyers. 

_ After the cocoon is completed, the worm metamornhoses from the caterpillar 
form to that of an inert chrysalis or wupa, and after that to the form.of a 
butterfly which cuts an opening in the cocoon and flies away. If this were 
what really haspened to the worm, he would have a pretty fair time of it; tut 
Mr. Bombyx Mori is the victim of-circumstantées and man's cunidity, because be- 
fore he reaches the stage where he can cut his way. out of the cocoon he is 
killed either by heat or by live steam. The reason for killing the worm at 
this stage is to prevent him from cutting the contimuous thread which he has 
spun around himself and which is very often 600 yards or more in length. 

Of course, it is not possible to control the Geveloyment of the entire 
crop of worms so that they will all mature at the same time, and a large number 
of the moths actually cut their way out. These cut cocoons are treated to dis- 
solve the gummy material from the silk fiber, and the subsequent onerations 
upon the material tend to procce a varn to resemble, in principle, the drawing 
and sninning of cotton fibers to produce cotton yarns. the product of this — 
treatment is known as swun silk. 

At this stage the silk is ready to be "reeled," vhich is only the unwind- 
ing of the silk thread from the cocoon. It is accomolished by soaking the 
cocoons in warm, soapy water, locating the loose end, and winding ina skein, 
which is the usual commercial form for reeled silk. The thread fram one cocoon 
is much too fine to reel by itsolf, so the ends from several are joined together 


and reeled as a thread, which is mch easier to handle. ‘The size of the finish > 


ed thread, that is, its diameter and weisht, can be controlled by varying the » 
number of cocoon threads and by twisting several of the recled threads together. 
The silk in this form has the natural gum present and is known as raw silk, or 
grege. When it is being preoared for weaving,the silk is "boiled off," which 
consists of boiling the raw silk in a soay solution to remove any or all -of the 
natural guus. The better class of cocoons »roduce the "organzine" thredds and 
the poorer class produce the "tram." ‘The orgenzine is used in the construction 
of the warp yarns, which require greater strength for wéaving. The tram is 
slightly weaker and is used for the filling in the construction of the fabric. 
Another form of silk with which many people are familiar is the "Tussah," 


or wild silk. This is the »rocuct of a worm of another branch of the family, lt 
there is no attempt made to ccultivate it for several reasons, one being that the 


worm does not readily lend itself to cultivation. ‘The cocoons of this worm are 
gatnered from the trees at certain times of the year, and the silk is generally 
some color other than white - usually tan or coffee-color. ‘This silk is strong, 
but is not so uniform as the cultivated variety nor so readily bleached, which 
prevents its use in the manufacture of the better class of dress goods, and cor 
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semently there is-little demand: for it. 
forms of Tussah. 

Let us consider some of the »hysical »ronerties of silk. Silk fiber is 
hygroscopic, meaning that it. will take on or sive uw) moisture, depending on the 

wetness or dryness of the atmosyhere to which it is exposed. Silk is sold with 
a certain. percentage of moisture, based on the dry weight, and this moisture 
(about 12 percent ) is known as the "regain." In this way the buyer is sure that 
he is paying. a uniform price for his material and is nat buying water at the . 
gilk price. 

The moisture’ content in silk affects its tensile strength very materially. 
As the anount- of moisture increases, the strength of the silk decreases; and as 
the amount. of the moisture decreases, the strength of the silk increases. This 
effect is a preciable, as the strength of some silks is reduced as much as 50 
percent when soaked in water and then tested. 

Silk is a poor conductor of electricity, but it is easily charged by fric- 
tion with what is know as a static charge. This nroperty can be partially 
overcome .by keewing the normal amount of moisture vresent in the material. Silk 
is said to be the strongest material kmowm, on the basis of equivalent weight, 
its strength being. about equal to that of an iron wire of the same diameter. 
Silk is also an extremely elastic material, stretching 15 to 20 percent of its 
original length in the dry concition. 

The chemical reactions of silk are equally interesting, and something 
should. be said of them if one is to annreciate the limitations of this remark- 
able fiber. Sunlight and exposure to tle weather have a very decided effect on 
the strength, and a reduction of 50° nercent is not unusual as a result of about 
five weeks! exposure. The éffect of sunlight by itself is just as decided, al- 
though a somewhat longer time is required to affect it similarly. 

Heat also affects silk, but not so much as it does wool, and silk may be 
heated to 230°F, without any serious effect. At 338°F, it is rapidly destroyed. 

_ With reference to acids and alkalies, silk fiber reacts in a manner similar 
to wool. Dilute acids and dilute allmlies have no serious effect on it, but in 
the concentrated state they both dissolve it. There are some slight variations 
from this statement, but in general this condition holds for all silk. 

Solutions of ordinary table salt, or sea salt, or eny form of sodium chlo- 
ride, have a very serious effect on silk of all kinds. Silk parachute cloth 
which has been immersed in sea water shows a very decided reduction in strength 
and elasticity after a short period of immersion. If allowed to remain in salt 
water for any length of time, its strength falls away to little or nothing. 

This is also true of silk dress goods which are ex nosed only to the salt air at 
the seashore. It.is well kmomm, es»ecially by the ladies of the family, that 


Pongee~is one. of the common commercial 


. the seashore is ruinous to silk dresses, and even more so than usual if the 
material should be weighted with any of the metallic salts which are added to a 


considerable portion of the silk dress goods which are sold today. 

A valuable lesson can be drawn from the action of sea water on silk fabric. 
In the event that a parachute is submerged in salt water it should be immediately 
washed or rinsed in sweet or soft water and then dried. to its normal moisture 
content. Air-drying in the sunlisht is probably not so good as without sunlight, 
for, although the time of exposure to the sun is short and the offect of one ex- 
posure would not be measurable, there is not much doubt that contimued exnosure 
to the sun at fairly regular intervals would have a cumlative effect that would 
ultimately weaken the silk. . 

In closing, it is desired to ackmowledge the references used in securing a 
considerable portion of the data in the foregoing, which are "Textile Fibers," 
by Matthews, and "The Story of Silk," published by ental Brothers, the well- 
known silk manufacturers. 

---000-~-— 


ROYALTY ‘VISIT BRAICE FIELD, PANAMA 


France Field, Panama Caiiel ‘ene was visited February 6th by Their Refal 


Highnesses, The Prince of Wales and Prince George. They docked at 9:00 a.m, 
, and were ‘immediately escorted to France Field where a review of. troops and air~ 


planes was held for them. They then devarted. by air via Pan-American Airways 
for Panama City. Mr. Davis, American Minister to Panama; General Brown, Depart~ 
ment Commander, and Colonel James A. Mars assisted in the recevtion of their 
Royal Highnésses. The Prince of Wales exnressed himself as being very favor- 
ably. impressed by the distlay at France Field. 
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* TACTICAL EXERCISES BY THE ArR CORPS 1m HAN iat 


BR . 7: 


URING the tactical exercises bliin. by. Air Corns units in the Hawaiian 
3/ Department from March llth to 13th, the following organizations from Inke 
Field participated; 72nd Bombardment: Squadron, 4 airplanes; 4th Observa, 
tion Squadron, 6 airplanes; 26rd Bombardment Squadron, 8 airplanes; 50th Op. 
servation Souadron, 4 airplanes; 26th Attadr Squadron, 8 airplanes; 65th 
Service Squadron, and. 75th Service Squadron, 1 airplane each. . 

These squadrons were organized into tw6: Provisional Groups; with the 23rq 
Bombardment , ‘R6th Attack, 65th and 75th Servige Squadrons’ ‘constituting the ls 
Provisional Group, and the 50th and 4th Observation and the 72nd Bombardment 








Squadrons the 2nd Provisional Group, with the ist Group based at Hilo, Hawaii, 
and the 2nd Group at Homestead Field, Molokai. 

Thr 50th Observation . Squadron ‘returned to Iuke: Field om the morning of 
March 13th, ‘in advance of the rest.of the units; in order to provide an obser- 
vation screen between Calm and Molokai, for the purpose of obtaining inform- 
tion regarding the approach of the other orgatiizations which were simlating 
an Attack on Pearl Harbor. Upon the anxroach of the attacking units, the 
50th Squadron radioed the infcrmaticn to Wheeler Field, for the information 
of the 18th Pursuit Group, ; which: endeavored to intercept the approaching planes, 

Daring the conduct of this exercise, all units functioned as though en- — 
gaged in actual operations against.an enemy. Field orders were prepared’ 
covering all missions executed,.and a-War Diary was maintained and submitted 
together with such other renorts as wovld be Kept during hostilities. 

; ---000~-- 


UNUSUAL PHOTOGRAEES TAXON IN HAWAII 


Lieut. Rawlings and Technical Sergeant Stolte, of the 11th Photo Section, 
luke Field, who proceeded by air to the Island of Molokai, Hawaii, on March. 
llth to participate in maneuvers, obtained some unusual. and interesting ovhoto- 
graphs the following day. Aroused from their slumber at 5:00°a.m., dve to an, 
unusual clear ‘ceiling, they set out half en nour later to see if anything m: 
worth while could be photographed. They attained 15,000 feet altitude ina _ 
few mimates’ and* experienced considerable pilixia (Hawaiian word meaning 
"trouble" ) due to gravity. Using all. his technicue, Sgt. Stolte succeeded in 
getting the came ra in action, with the result that several unusual obliques . 
were obtained, among them being one taken above Kalaupapa, Molokai, showing © 
the peaks of Meuna Kea and Mauna Loa-on the Big Island, an airplane distance 
of 155 miles, and another showing the:entire Island of Molokai, 261 square 
miles. This was accomplished with the stendard K~3 Camera, using Aero 1 filter 
and regular aerial film, | 


——-000-—— 
T7O NEW SQUADRONS RECONSTITUTED 


The 9th and 3lst Bombardment Scuadrons were reconstituted at March Field, 
Riversiae, Calif., as of April lst, with Captains Leo F. Post and Earle G. 
Harper as commandants, respsctively. The enlisted personnel for these two new 
organizations were made up of men from the various Air ‘vores stations’ . 
througout the country. ie 

ie . eee OO Q— == 


A FLYING COURT MARTIAL AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


Kelly Field's first flying general court-martial held.a session at 
Randolph Field on the afternoon of April 22nd, after flying from maeay Field 
to the new home of the Air Corps Training Center,»...:2 

An enlisted man on duty at Randolph Field was tried:for a military offense 
by the court, made up of Major T.J. Hanley, Capt, Perry Wainer and DLieuts. 
I.L. Proctor, W.K. Moran, F.P. Booker, L.J. Maitland ‘and J.K. McDuffie, members 
of the court: Lieut. L.C. Mallory, trial judge advocate; Lieut.: WR. Agee, as- 
sistant trial judge advocate; Lieut. E.ES Glenn, defense counsel, and” Lieut. 
W.H. Higgins, assistant. defense coursel. ‘The trip to and from Randolph field. 


was made in a Ford Transport and three other planes. 
; 6Se *. V~6147, A.C. 
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ALL "ACES" LOCATED. Y 

N the last issue of the News Letter there anpeared an article, headed "Where 

are our Aces," wherein the names of 28 officers were listed - war-time fly- 

ers bearing the unofficial designation of "Ace," whore present whereabouts 
were then not definitely known to the Information Division, Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps. It can now be stated that all of them are accounted for, 
though it is deeply regretted that not all are present, four of the 28 on the 
list - Lieuts. Henry R. Clay, Leslie J. Rummel, John K. McArthur and R. deB. 
Yernam ~ having passed to the Great Beyond. 

The World War produced 72 American airmen who achieved the unofficial 
title of "Ace," they having been credited with five or more victories in aerial 
combats with the enemy. According to the latest information available, 55 "Aces" 
are in the land of the living, and of this number seven are still serving in the 
Air Corps, Regular Army, and fifteen are members of the Air Corps Reserve. 

It should be explained that none of the officers listed in the previous 
issue of the News Letter had accexted commissions in the Air Corps Reserve, and 
hence the Air Corps lost direct contact with them. In a majority of instances 
their files disclosed no correspondence with the Air Corps during the past ten 
years. No extended search of War Department records was attemoted in an endeavor 
to trace. the present addresses of these "War Birds," it being thought that tha: 
object sought would »robably be realized much more quickly through yublicity. 
Furthermore, it was believed that through this method there would be a greater 
likelihood of obtaining the very latest information as to their present where- 
abouts. ; 

Yes, it pays to advertise. The New York TIMES carried a full column story 
based on ‘the News Letter articlo, and it was not long before letters and tele- 
grams began coming in to the Information Division from various sections of the 
country = even one from Cuba = all of them shedding some light on the »resent 
addresses.of these men. Some of the commnications were from the war flyers 
themselves, but most of them were from interested parties. One of the war fly- 
ers, Caotain Jerry Vasconcelles, wired that he had received no less than 36 
clippings of the newsnaper article and that he hoped that he may be classified 
as among those living. 

One of our corres»ondents, who furnished information on eight of the war 
flyers, is laboring under a false impression in one instance. He stated that 
Major Charles J, Biddle is rerorted as having died recently. Another correspon- 
dent stated that he resides in Philadelphia. Not wishing to entertain the 
thought that this prominent airman had denarted from our midst, the Washington 
Representative of the Philadelphia LEDGER was appealed to for aid, and it was 


~not long in forthcoming. Information was. obtained to the effect that Major 


Biddle is very much alive and that he flies almost every day. 

It would seem that ‘the unusual interest displayed in the appeal of the Air 
Corps for the latest information as:to the whereabouts of.these illustrious 
flyers should tend to furnish a ready answer to the oft repeated and famous 
query: "What Price Glory?" . 

The thanks of the Air Corps are extended to all those who took the trouble 
to write in and furnish the information which was sought, andso once more the 
"family" of war-time "Aces" is reunited in the records of the Information 
Division. 

For reasons of policy it is not thought wise to »mublish their present ad- 
dresses in the News Letter. If this were done, the chances are that their letter 
boxes would be cluttered with all sorts of advertising literature, from a 
patented fly-catcher to.the latest model of a 32=cylinder free-wheeler, 

It is gratifying, indeed, to hear that these "War Birds" are"getting along," 


and we wish them happiness and contimued success in their various undertakings. 


~~ 


‘Inquiries are received in the Information Division from time to time as to 
the whereabouts of various flyers who participated in the World War. It would 
be greatly appreciated if those war flyers, who are not now members of the Air 
Corps or the Air Corps Reserve, would communicate their present address to the 
Information Division, this with a view to keeping the records up-to-date. 

r ‘ . ‘ pares O00~—— 


Thirty-one students of the Senior Class in Aeronautical Mngineering, Purdue 
University, recently visited Dayton, Qhio, and made a tour of inspection of the 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, and the Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot. 
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A PROFITARSLE AS WELL AS ANJOYABLE ROUND. TRIP TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHT 


A: N officer cannet sit in Washington and really understand the great variety 
\ of problems bearing on widely separated fields operating under different 
corsoartaens stated Major Douglas B. Netherwood, Air Cores, : Chief of the 
Finance Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corns, in commenting on his 
recent extended trip by air to the Pacific Coast and return. "He may have an 
anparently conmiete set of data for each station," he contimed, "and a rather 
clear conception of the general situation, but the added touch of a. nersonal 
visit to the stations is necessary to make the picture complete and to give hin 
an intimate working knowledge of his job." — 

The extended trip above ‘referred to was made in a Fokkor vic-14 Transport 
plane, powered with a Wright "Cyclone" engine. Starting from Bolling:Field at 
7:15 a.m, March 23rd, stops were made at 22 different points enroute, including 
Rockwell, March, Crissy and W-tlor Tict¢s on the Pacific Coast, the flight end 
ing at Bolling Field at 2:55 ».m., April 4th. ‘The entire journey, involving a 
total distance of 6,202 miles, was made in 65 hours and 10 minutes actual flying 
time, or at an average s»reed of slightly over 95 miles per hour. 

The best time on the entire trip was made between Denver, Colo., and 
Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, the time consumed in covering the distance 


ef 430 miles between these points being 3 hours and 55 mimuies, or at an averag 


speed of nearly 110 miles per hour. No attemot wos made, however, to break any 
speed records during any vortion of the journey, Mejor Netherwood piloting the 
Transvort at a steady, cousistent gait. ghee: 


To afford one a fairly accurate idea of the advantage of airplane travel on f 


en inspection trip of the character made by Major Netherwood and his party, the 
folloving record of flight is given below: 





Date Flights Hour of. Duration , Miles 





1931 From fo, - Departure & Arrival Hrs. Min. Distances 
3/23 Bolling Fld Pope Ficla | 7:15 AM 9:30 AM 2 15 278 
3/23 Pove Field Maxwell Field 10:35 AM 4:05 PM 5 30 475 
3/24 Maxwell Field Shrevenort,La. 7:30 AM 12320 PM 4 50 440 
3/24 Shrevevort,La. Post Field 1350 PM 4:55 PM 3 25 300 
3/25 Post Field Housley Field 83:40 AM 10:30 AM 1 50 160° 
3/25 Hensley Field Duncan Field 11:50 AM 2:35 PM. 2 45 _ 2650 

3/26 Duncan Field Kelly Field § 4:45 PM 5:00 Pil 0. | a 
3/27 Kelly Field Dryden, Texas 7:30 AM 10:20AM 2 50 225 
3/27 Dryden,Texas Bigss Field 10:55 AM 2:15 PMS 20 . 288 
3/27 Biggs Field Lordsburg, NM 2:45 PM 4:20PM 1 45 140 
3/2? Lordstmrg,N.M. Tucson, Ariz. 5:15 PM 6345 PM 1 = 80 18 
3/28 Tucson, Ariz. Rockwell $icld 7:20 AM 8 11:30AM” 4 10 ~—s- 390 
. 8/28 Rockwell Fl@ March Field 2:40 PM 3:55 PMO 55 82 
3/29 Merch Field Crissy Fiel 10;05 AM 2:50 PM ¢ 4 45 400 
3/30 Crissy Field Mather Field 3:40 PM 4355 PM 1 15 82 

(Went vie Amaneda and Marin County sites) 

3/31 Mather Field Salt Lake City 7:15 AM 12:30 PM 5 15 530 
3/31 Sale: Lake City Denver, Colo. 1:15 PM 5:05 PMS 50 465 
4/1  Denver,.Colo. Marshall Field 6:15 AM 12:10PM 3 55 430 
4/1 Marshall Field Ft.Leavenworth 1:30.PM 2:30 PMs 0 100 
4/1 Ft.Leavenworth Scott Field 2:55 PM 5:35 PM 8 40 270 
4/2 Scott Field Chanute Field 12:50 Pu 2:25 PM 1 35 152 
4/3 Chanute Field Fairfield 10:55 AM 2;05 PM 2 10 220 
4/4 Wairfield Bolling Field 11:15 AM 2:55PM _ 3 40 _ 390 
Totals 65 25 6204 


At Bah gmtonio, Texas, March 26th, used Kelly. ‘Field O2H's to go to Brooks 


and Randolph Fields - Kelly to Brooks, 10 minutes; Brooks to Randolph, 15 Minutes, 


and Randolph to Kelly, 15 minvtes. 
Major Netherwood was acconmenied on the flight by Majors RM. Littlejohn, 


General Staff (G3); W.F. Volendt, Air Corps; Captains A.W. Brock, Air Corns; 6 


Cuny, Signal Corps, the latter traveling as far as Shreveport, Le., enroute to 
Houston, Texas, and Staff Sergeant Fred A. Roberts, of Bolling Field, Crew Chiel. 
. The latter performed excellent work throughout the journey, and no mechanical 


difficulties cf any kind were excountered. 
~i65= Vo6147, A.C. 
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"In most cases," Major Netherwood stated, "the time snent at a station was 
comparatively short; yet, during that brief interval, Major Littlejohn, a member 
of the Budget Advisory Committee; Major Volandt, who will handle the fiscal 
matters of the Air Corps during the next three or four years; and Captain Brock, 
who will have much to do with the Air Corps Technical Construction Program of 
the Air Corns, obtained impressions that will aid them to no small degree in the 
performance of their duties. They will be able to perform their several jobs 
more effectively and with a very mmch better understanding of the fitness of 
things than would have been possible without the personal knowledge gained: on 
this flight." : 

Brief notes on various incidents connected with this long air journey were 
made by Major Volandt. It appears that Cavtain Brods, who was following the 
route very closely with the aid of strip maps, failed to find the tow of 
Allendale, N.C. noted thereon and thereupon declared the map to be inaccurate. 
An inspection of the map by other members of the cabin party confirmed Captain 
Brock's find, Admiral Netherwood, upon whom this title was conferred by Major 
Littlejohn, proved that all were wrong, as his Rand McNally map showed that 
Allendale was where it should be, Incidentally, Cantain Brock also gained a 
new title, that of "Chief Air Navigator." | 
Between Pope Field, N.C., and Montgomery, Ala., one member of the party 


developed a case of air sickness. Search for equipment similar to that provided 


on steamships »roved futile. Prior to the departure from Montgomery, it was 
noticed that the air-sick arty »rovided himself with an empty soup can, also 4 
varied assortment of chewing gum which some benevolent and sympathetic friend 
had recommended as a preventative for that emoty feeling. Chering gum is cheap 
and the air=sick yarty provided himself with a liberal supnly. One unacquainted 
with the facts in the case would have given him a wide berth, for to all intents 
and purposes he appeared to have a very severe case of mumps. Relying on the 
efficacy of the chewing gum, he 4ndulged in a hearty breakfast at the Maxwell 
Field Cafeteria. Later he becee a eaccer but mich wiser man, also emptier. 

At Maxwell Field, a conference was held with the Commanding Officer, Major 
W.R. Weaver, and the Constructing Quartermaster on matters covered by the order 
directing the flight. Considerable »rogress wes noted in new construction. The 
mess arrangement for enlisted »ersonnel, cafeteria style, was very interesting 
and seemed to be working out satisfactorily. (Ed. Note. Operation of this mess 
was covered in an article in a previous issue of the News Letter). All enlisted 
men questioned s:oke in the highest terms of this method of dispensing food. 

Upon landing at Shreveport, La., where the »lane was refueled, an inspec- 
tion was made of the Barksdale Field site. The grading of the entire field was 
nearing completion. | 

At Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., the next ston, a conference was held with 
the Commanding Officer on matters pertaining to technical construction and other 
requirements. This was also done at the succeeding ston, Hensley Field, Dallas, 
Texas, where the field was found to be in good condition. 

The afternoon of March 25th and the entire time the next day were spent in 
conferences with the Commanding Officers of Kelly, Brooks, Randolvh and Duncan 
Fields. The entire party was very mich impressed with the general condition of 
Brooks Field and the military appearance of all the Flying Cadets, All the air- 
planes on the line were in excellent condition and anpeared as though they were 
just delivered from the factory. | 

The Air Denot at Duncan Field was in good condition and working to full 
capacity on airplanes and other equipment for the maneuvers. 

Randolph Field was thoroughly inspected and is, without doubt, a most 
wonderfully designed station. Every facility for the training, comfort and con- 
tentment of a command has been provided. During the period of inspection, the 
Transport was given a complete check-up by the Air Depot, and was turned over in 
excellent condition for a continuation of the trin. 

Dryden, Texas, the first stop after leaving Yelly Field, was reached at 
10:20 a.m., March 27th. Additional facilities for the detachment at this station 
should be »rovided,. | 

The landing fields at the next three stonping noints, Biggs Field, Texas; 
Lordsburg, New Mexico, and Tucson, Arizona, were found to be in satisfactory com 
dition. The people of Tucson appeared very mich interested in the development 
of the airdrome, and a very pleasant evening was spent at the "Airplane Hangar," 
& special club room in the Pioneer Hotel, which is under the management of G.H. 
Benefiel, a former Captain of the Air Corps. 

Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., was reached in due time, and a conference 
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wes held with the Commanding Officer on technical construction’ and other matters p 
When the Transport arrived over the field, it was noted that the entire command 
was in formation at the hangars. The cabin party felt somewhat important, ag ith 
- appeared. as though considerable attention was being paid to their arrival, 
After landing, however, they were disillusioned upon learning that it was the 
regular Saturday formation for inepection. » The rest can be left.to the ‘imaging. 
tion. : 

The Primary Flying School at Warch Field, . Riverside, Calif., was the next 
stop. The field was found to. be in very good condition, and the construction 
progrem appeared to be progressing satisfactorily. The military appearance ang 
deportment of the Flying Cadets were excellent. 

At Crissy Field, Presidio of Son Francisco, Calif., the Air Officer, 9th 
Corps Area, joined. in the conference with the-Commanding Officer of the Field, 

Upon arrival at Mather -Field, Sacramento, Calif. » the command was found to 
be engaged -in gunnery practice.in conjunction with Crissy Field. 

Landing at Salt Lake City, Utah, shortly-after noon on March 3lst, the sad 
news of Coach Knute Rockne's death was received. Considerable snow was noticed 
through the mountains. The most wonderful sight dur tg the trip was, the refleo 
tion of a4: snow-covered mountain in the Great “alt Lake 

‘The flight from Salt Lake City to Denver, Colo., vas the longest air 
journey on any one day of the trio, Very high winds were encountered. In cross. 
ing one mountain, an unward air current carried the plene from 9,000 to 11,500 
feet in approximate] -y One minute. This sucden increase in altitude caused con- 
siderable confusion among the ates crew who, uw20n landing at Denver, compliment 
ed Admiral Ne sherwood on. the manner in which he brought the plane through, and 
also on his ability as a’ vilot.. This leg of the flight was very rough, and the 
pilot had his-hands full dye to. the varying high winds encountered in flying ovr 
the mountains. The field at Denver is in very good shepe. It was the highest 
point above sea level on ‘hich a landing was made during the entire trip. 


- Between Denver and Marshall. Field, Fort. Riley, Karisas, a considerable amomt§ 


of snow:and ice was noted. Pike's Peak wes in sight for some time after the de 
parture from Denver. The Marshall Field airdrome was found to be in good condi- 
tion, as was also the field at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the next stop. , 

The station at Scott. Field, Belleville, I11., was found to be in excellent 
condition. The cafcteria style of messing enlisted »ersonnel, similar to that 
prevailing at Maxwell Fieid, had been installed in the Pelloon Company and was 
operating in excellent style. The Post Exchange is an example of careful super 
vision and operation. Shops, warehouses: and hangars were in very satisfactory 
shape. 

During the flight to Chanute Field, Ill., the air travelers encountered 
rain, hail and snow, which tended to impede progres $s. However, the unfailing 





excellent piloting prevailed. The Commanding Officer of Chamute Field conducted 
the party through the Air Corps Teclinical Scliool. Every denertment was operat- 
ing in an efficient manner. The eveni ng was svent with Licut. Ceorge W. Goddari, 
who proceeded to innoculate Major Littlejohn with photogranhic serum. The party 
was given a special showing of "Who's' Who in the Air Corps." Lieut. Goddard als 


demonstrated the fact that yhotograpliy wins. wars. Due to a shortage of quarters 


for the visitors, the entire party was quertered in the Maternity Ward in the 
Post Hospital. Before leaving, the Surgecn asked a member of the party, who was 
occupying the Mnenatay bed, what he would like it to be. His -‘reoly was "A 
Studebaker." : 

Weather re: aorts inbtonved flying’ itt to Selfridge Field as being 
dengerous and, since there were no indications. that conditions would improve for 
seme days, it was decided to omit that »ortion of the trip and proceed darect to 
Fairfield, ‘Ohio. On this journey, rain and.low clouds were encountered from 
Indianapolis, Ind., almost to Dayton, 0. This.required more hard work for the 
pilot, who "pushed through" as per schedule. After refucling at Fairfield, it 
was intended to contime on to Washing gton, but. weather reports at Unigniowm were 


‘such that it was decided to remain overnight, and ‘the departure from Fairfield w 
made at 11:15 a.m., the next day. Low clouds were encountered at Uniontom, and 
for about twenty mimates the plane was flown by instruments alone. © 
iis a whole, the triy was a very excellent medium for the members of the pati] 

in establishing personal contact with the fields and gaining an idea of their 
_ problems. The information obtained will be valuable in passing on requirements 

coming. from various field commanders. It is the ominion of the members of the 
party that the Air Corps stations as a whole have nothing to be ashamed of, 0 

the contrary, they are such as to be a source of considerable pride. 


~167- V-6147, A.C. 





betn 
Paeg 
mess 
that 


wher 
boys 


it 1 
to | 
men’ 
eacl 
exp 
lig 
tio: 
shi 


dis 
all 


Neng 
to 


wit 
§cc 
val 
ho 


th 


tr 


as -— ere 










ttersp 
mang 
as itp 


he 
Sina. 


oxt 
on 


th 
ld, 
1 to 


Sad 
.ced 
‘lec 


TOSS. 
100 
On- 
ment. 
nd 
the 
Over 
st 


mount 


de- 
ndi- 


ent 
at 
2S 


Der 


oted 





at- 


lard, § 


arty 
also 
ers § 


for 
to 


ere 


and 


dart] 





BOY ScoUT DAY" AT SCOTT FIELD 
By the News Letter Corresvondent 

INE weather, wonderful flying, an attendaice which nearly doubled ex recta~ 

tions,’ and no accidents featuréd the "Boy Scowt Day at Scott Field, 

Bolleville, Tll., on Saturday, April 18th. In the ‘three days which elapsed 
between’ the writing of this article and the celebration, Lieut.-Colonel John A. 
paegelow, Post Commander, was deluged with letters, tele»shone calls and personal 
messages expressing the pleasure of the many who enjoyed a visit to the field 
that day. The opinion of the visiting "Scout" officials was aptly expressed by 
yr. Charles H. Mills, activities director of the Greater St. Louis district, 
when me stated that "It is the finest day ‘we have ever been able to give our 
boys. " 

‘ While the visit of the Scouts was ‘not suxosed to start until 10;00 a.m., 
it was necessary to open the proceedings a full hour before that time in order 
to care for fully a thousand boys who had evidently decided that the time allot- 
ment was insufficient. The boys were organized into groups of from 150 to 200 
each and sent.on a tour of inspection, with each group under the direction of an 
experienced noncommissioned officer. The devartments open for inspection were: 
Gas Plant,, Engineering Shops, Photo Hut, Balloon and Airship School Exhibit of 
lighter~than-air equinment, 15th Squadron Hangars, Airslanes on the line, Qpera- 
tions and Meteorological Office, Pigeon Lofts, Parachute Devartment, the air- 
ships in the big hangar, and an exhibition of old time pistols and revolvers. 
Bach exhibit was in charge of personnel ready to exnlain the various articles on 
display and answer the "million arid one"! questions which were’ fired at them from 
all angles by their interested visitors. 

The School. exhibit and Captain Ira R. Koenig's remarkable collection of © 
‘'gans" were the two noints. from which it was hardest ad move the groups forward 
to the next point of inspection. 

Nearly all of the 2500’Scouts from this saath of Illinois had hee start- 
ed on their inspection tite before the two eleven-coach special trains arrived 
with the St. Louis contingent of 2300 more. ‘There were also about 300 Girl 
Scouts from the vicinity of Belleville, and small groups of "Cubs" from the 
various districts. 

At. noon all the inspection ~oints were closed end the Scouts were given an 
hour to eat lunches, and then the flying eveuts were put “on the air." ‘The 15th 
Squadron formation flight lifted its wheels from the ground within a second of 
the starting hour and gave the boys a fine thrill to start things off. Balloon 
bursting, bombing by one of the airships, and an attempt to-reveat the mail bag 
transfer from a plane to an airship followed quickly. The mail bag transfer 
failed when, after making contact, a "bump" caused the rope handlers in the air- 
ship to lose their hold on the drag line. 

Our feature guest of the day, Major James H. Doolittle, Air Corps Reserve, 
then gave one of his wonderful exhibits of handling’ a Pursuit plane. -"Jinmy" 
put the plane through all of the various stunts for vhich he is so noted, and 
his landing was the signal for a concerted rush by the Scouts in order that 
they might get a close-uo look at this star flyer. 

"How not to fly a PI-2" was next demonstrated by 2nd Lieut. James H.Gray, 
and his exhibition had the crowd breathless many times. The second big event 
of the afternoon came when six Pursuit ‘lanes from Selfridg se Field, Mich., were 
utilized in an exhibition of close formation flying that left nothing to be de- 
sired. The flying of these P-12's was the closest to verfection ever seen at 
this field. : 

Closing the program were three live »arachute jumps by 2nd Lieuts. Lloyd 
L. Sailor, Eugene M. Kruse and George Stokes from a Trans,ort plane. All three 
landed safely by the narrowest of margins, Lieut. Kruse getting wet in a drain- 
age ditch, Lieut. Sailor landing in a narrow svace between two buildings and 
Lieut. Stokes missing the tail of a plane on the line by less than two yards. 
= last parachute hit the ground just 15 seconds before = scheduled closing 
our. | 

The success of the program has brought many requests for making this an 
anmal event and there is a yossibility that this may be done. Certainly, the 
interest in the program and the appreciation with which it was received makes 
the idea one which can be recommended for other Air Corps stations which are 
located hear cities which have large numbers of Boy Scouts. 
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by the News Lotter Corres ondent 


HE Fifth Squadron, now back at Mitchel Field, N.Y., after their sojourn 
at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., has a word: ‘or two to say about their 
trip. Here it is: 

Results accomplished: Folloving pilots qualified, as exserts with fixed 
guns; Lieuts. Harman, Goodrich, Kehoe, Jonson ,- ‘Anderson, Conover, Burke, Bond, 
Cork, Martin, Morrow, Eble and Kelly. In addition, Lieuts. Robinson and Baxter 
fired flexible guns alone and each made a score that. can easily. be Jumped up to 
Expert by tow target firing. 

The high score for firing fixed guns was “409, i by: ‘tieat. : Goodrich; ij 
Lieut. Kelly made high score in Bombing with a total of 231, with Lieut. Kehog 
a very close second, he having scored 229. Lieut.:Conover was high man with. 
flexible guns, making a score of 627, not counting score on tow targets.» 

he Fifth considers the firing season highly successful and wishes to set 
forth what they consider one of the »rimary reasons; namely, the constant hard 
work of the enlisted personnel. ‘These men worked daily from 5:45 a.m. to 5:0) 
p.m. In this way the line crews kept the ships running and, in svite of the. 
unsatisfactory ammunition, the armament kept the guns functioning. The vilots 
were thereby enabled to do a great amount of practice firing and to iron out. 
mistakes they were making. It gave them time:to learn the value of individual 
sights, adjusted by the nilot to suit himself. All the best scores were made 
with such sights. 

The Fifth Squadron eteend therefore take this opportunity to publicly 
express their appreciation to line Chief Krick, to lst Sergeant Sproesser and 
their men for their willingness and ha ard work. 

To give the impression that our tine in Aberdeen was spent in all work 
would be highly erronecus. There:were athletics, also dances, card games anda 
bridge tournament, not to mention nocturnal wrestling matches indulged in by 
Lieuts. Kelly, Cork and Goodrich. The chamriionship bout: was between Kelly and 
Cork. The »rivileged few who HEARD this bout revort’.a mastersiece of wit, 
and comedy, but with no decision in wrestling. This is »robably due to the 
fact that Cork insisted in wrestling with his overcoat on, in order to even up 
the weight. 

The dances were particularly. enjoyable. On Friday evening, mee 20th, 

‘the officers and ladies of Aberdeen entertained’ the.cfficers and ladies:of. the 
5th Squadron, and on the following week end the 5th entertained the officers 
and ladies of the Proving Ground. The lattor »arty.took the form of a Dutch 
Treat Dinner, arranged by the 5th. ‘This was followed. by a dance. For dinner, 
everyone was seated at one long table, the tatle being decorated with Air Corzs 
eolors, a miniature flying field with boundary: lights, oylons and airvlanes for 
& center piece. After each course, each man moved two seats to his left, so 
by the end of the dinner everyone was more or less acouainted, and the party 
was a real success, aed 

In closing this account of our trip to Aberdeen, we wish to tell all and 
sundry that the Ordnatice is 0,K. Colonel Shinkle and his Adjutant, Major 
Daniels, were untiring in their efforts to help us.. Cavtain Buff, for his con- 
stant help to us, earned the name of Godfather Huff. -In fact, every assistance 
possible was given by all concerned. In Major Reynolds and Captain DeShields 
we also found true friends, ready to aid if  acnemegced 

---000-—~ 


NEW INSIGNIA FOR THE FIRST seer gueicsnanel SQUADRON 


The jst Observation Squadron, stationed at: Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, 
has submitted its new insignia to the War Devartment.for approval. ‘The design 
was developed by Lieut. Wilson from an idea of Lieut. Dwyer's. It consists of 
@ cave man carrying a spear end standing beforo-a background of a rising sun, 
with five rays in a sky of bluc. The whole is encircled with a band of green 
and yellow, upon which are 14 valtese crosses. Each vart of the design is 
significant of a point in the scuadron's history. ‘The cave man is posed in an 
attitude of hunting, to denote otservation; the rising sun bursting into five 
rays represents the beginning of Army Observation and the five major campaigns 
in which the lst Squadron participated during the World War. ‘The border of 


green and yellow represents the Mexican Border, and the 14 crosses stand for 
victories in the World War. 
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MARCH FIELD CELEBRATES ARMY DAY 





TP EFORE a crowd, estimated at 3,000 »ersons, coming from all parts of 

re Southern California, March Field celebrated Army Day on April 6th last 
te’ with an aerial aud ground »rogram which hasnever been equalled in the 
state of California, with the exception of the Air Races in 1928. 

This event was given.a great amount of publicity through the local and 
tos Angeles papers, and the crowds started coming into the field hours before 
the progrem was scheduled to start. The day was ideal, with a layer of Alto 
Stratus clouds serving as an arming from the rays of the warm Spring sunlight. 

The program started »romptly at nine o'clock with an eighteen BT airplane 
formation simulating Pursuit tactics. One ef the most spectacular maneuvers, 
and one which thrilled the crowd, was the "lursting Bomb." Diving toward the 
crowd in the center of the hangar line in a three~plane formation, each element 
when within 200 yards of reaching the line would wall off in steep wing-overs, 
the first element with the leader and number two to the right and mmber three 
to the left; the next element with the leader and munber three to the left, 
while number two went to the right, the direction being alternated with each 
succeecins element. 

While the "Pursuiters" were >erforming their maneuvers, a nine-vlane for 
mation went through dttack maneuvers. The Post Band struck up a lively waltz 
while three BT's »erformed some very clever "Dancing" on the landing mat, de- 
monstrating to the »ublic what a BI can do.on the ground with the use of brakes 
and tail wheel. This formetion then took off and wobbled all over the sky, 
demonstrating the ease of control wiile in the air. 

The Flying Cadets then had their show, and whet a show it was! They put 
ona drill and a review with a emartness and precision that would do credit to 
seasoned veterans, considering the fact that they have “ad but five weeks! 
training. The Cadets participating in the drill and review numbered 125, and 
their performance was a tribute to the excellent military instruction received 
at the March Field Primary Flying School. 

"Because of the meny who »erfor:ned so well and who deserve the credit for 
the success of the program," rrites the News Letter Corresvondent, “it was not 
the intention to bring in personalities. However, because of the nature of 
his performance, it would be hard to leave out the name of Lieut. Wm. C. 
Goldsborough. Taking a PT airplane, he demonstrated just what a student does 
within his first hour of instraction, and he didn't miss a thing. He ground~ 
looped on take-offs and landings, stalled on take-offs, vertically dived on 
landings, stalled in, skidded and sliv ed all over the sky. He then did the 
same maneuvers, showing the imorovement efter seven hours, twenty-five hours, 


'ete., of flying instruction. The crowd derived a lot of enjoyment watching 


his antics. 

Four PT's then went up and performed dead-stick landings from 1200 feet 
to a spot on the landing mat. Their accuracy was excellent. Three P-1l2 
Pursuit planes and a Curtiss "Condor! Bomber, flown by Rockwell Field -ilots, 
materially helped the show by a demonstration of a Pursuit attack on the 
Bomber. Diving singly and in formation, the Rockwell Field Pursuiters de- 
nonstrated how a Eomber should be attacked in time of war. After the attack, 
the P-l2's were put throuch a series of stunts, followed by some balloon 
bursting. 

While this was going on, the 18 BT »lane formation took off again and 
played "follow the leader! all over the sky, executing a perfect 'Iufberry 
Circle.! 

The last event of the day was what the crowd was looking for. The Fokker 
Transport took off, and, when about 1500 feet in the air, eight enlisted men of 
the Parachute Department of March Field jumped in parachutes in rapid succes- 
Sion. One indivicual gave the crowd a thrill by delaying the wulling of his 
Trip cord for about five hundred feet. Everyone thought something was wrong, and 
a sigh of relief went up when the chute finally opened. 

All of the departments of the field were open to the public, and each was 
thoroughly inspected by many of the visitors. The sublic even wanted to see 
what, how and where the soldiers ate, for it was estimated that over 1500 
people visited one of the kitchens in the new barracks. 

The Flight Tutor and Orientators were running, and that concession was as 
popular as a merry-go~round at a street fair. 


The Searchlight Battery of the 63rd Anti-aircraft Battery, which is in 
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camp at March Field for their annual maneuvers, was throw open to the sublic, 
To see how the solcier lives in the field was of great interest to the wublic 
and there was a large crowd always avout the camp. 

In the evening, there was a night flying exhibition, ably assisted by the « 
Searchlicght Battery. Planes flew in formation and performed many maneuvers, 
all within the beams of the searchlights. A large crowd also attended thig 
performance. 

Through the courtesy of a local radio shon, a loud speaker system was in. 
stalled for the morning rogram, with loud speakers placed at intervals up and 
down the hangar line. This aided materially in informing the public of the 
program and lecturing to them on the maneuvers, Short telks were also given 
on the function ef the Army ani the Air Corps, the work being done and the 
results obtained. 

The day was a huge success, and March Field feels that it did its share 

vin bringing before the public the importance of the Army and of adequate 
national defense." 
---000--- 


15TH OBSER VATION SQUADRON CHALLENGED 


Says the News on Corres ,ondent from Fort.Sill, Oklahoma: "The 88th 
Observation Squadron has noted with interest the item from the 15th Observation 
Squadron in last month's News Letter with reference to their new record of 566 
flying hours in the seriod of one-month. “On looking over the records we find 
that during the latter part of last- year the 88th Gbservation Squadron piled 
up the following number of ‘flying hours ver month;-June, 703 hours with 10 
planes; July, 967 hours with 15 lanes; August, 595 hours with 12 planes; 
September, 583 hours with 11 planes, and Ootober, 575 hours with 11 »lanes. 
During the month of January of this year, we wt in 575 hours with 9 »lanes, 
Total number of flying hours for 1930 was 6,948:20. The lion's share of the 
credit for the above »erformance is due to the line crew. We think we have the 
best crew in the Air Corps." 

The item from the 15th Observation Squadron, sei t Field, Ill., above 
‘referred to, appeared inthe News Letter of Febrvary 28th last, and it was 
stated that the flying time of 566 hours was compiled oh 12 airolanes in 
coumission, three of vhich were at the Fairfield Air Denot for the »eriod of 
a week, PY aes : 

---000--=- 


ROCKWELL FIELD AIRMEN RECEIVE VALUABLE TRAININ 


During the month of March, the 7th Bombardment Groun, Roclvvell Field, nt 
Calif., was actively engaged in tactical overations of a heretofore uatried, or by 





new, nature. Pevmission was obtained from the Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
to use four condemned DH-4's as ground targets. The DH's were Laced in forma- 
tion on the beach at the south end of the field and the 95th Pursuit Squadron 
was given instructions to concentrate as much machine gun fire as ~ossible on 8 
the targets. Accordinzly, formation firing in three-»vlane elements was inaugu- D 
rated by the 95th with Cevestating results. Each element started its cive any 
place from 800 to 12CO yards from the tergets and onened fire just as soon as 
the sights could be brought on their mark. Both guns were fired sinmltaneously 
in bursts of from 50 to 100 rounds wer gun. It can easily be seen what a tre- 
mendous volume of fire was obtained. 

Investigation of the targets revealed that every vital mark had been liter- 
ally riddled by bullets. Wires, struts, gas tatiks, :otor mount, oilot, obser- 
ver, instruments, and every other conceivable ‘point was hit by burst after 
burst. This work was aot only very interesting to the varticipeants and the ob 
servers, but was hichly instructive to the entire. personnel in demonstrating 
just how much of this terrific -ounding the present equivment can stand. 

The llth Fombar¢ment Squadron received some. very valuable training in de- 
fensive formations and fire »ower by firing on a formation of sleeve targets 
towed by Pursuit ships. The range varied from 1,000 to 1,500 feet. The 

rowning flexible guns were used, each Bomber mounting three guns. 

Both squadrons engaged in formation bombing, the 11th Squadron concentrat- 
ing on a target anchored in the ocean, while the 95th Squadron bombed the 
shacows of the Eombardment formations. This work was brought to a close at the 


end of the moath in order to progress with the training program. 
~-171- V~6147, A.C. 


Lon 
166 
a 


the 


or 


a= 








TIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT; men 
HAS COMPLETED THE COURSE IN INSU2UMENT FLYING WITHOUT PEEPING. 





GIVEN THIS . DAY O¥ » 19 : 








This Certificate does not authorize the 
bearer to fly with his nose bag on. 


"f little humor now and then is-relished by the best of men." The avove 
humorous concention of a certiziccte,d:noting that the holder thereof comlet- 
ed the course in blind or instrwnent flying, was received by the Information 
Division from the 22nd Photo Section, Kelly Field, Texas. 
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BOMBING DEMONSTRATION BY ARMY AIRMEN IN THE PHILIPPINES 


In connection with the recent insnection of Nichols Field, P.I., by the 
Department Commander, the. Correspondent of the 28th Bombardment Squadron states 
that thet officer seemed rather »leased with the condition of the barracks and 
hangars, as well as the ships. "In connection with the latter," he states, "we 
are rather »roud of our part in the aerial review and bombing demonstration. 
Three obsolete L3-5A's were used as a target renreseatins an airplane carrier 
to be attacked first by two flights of Attack at low altitude and followed ten 
minutes later by a Bombardment attacis from 8,000 feet. The Attacl: flights regis- 
tered hits on all three ships, burning one as the result of a direct hit. In 
their turn the Bembers also registered direct hits, commletely destroying one 
of the remaining "targets" and damaging the second beyond "revair." The Attack 
flight used 25-1b. fragmentation bombs, while the Bombers used 100-lb. practice 


bombs carrying 8 pounds of black »ovwder. ns 
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Although radio control is still in its infancy, 
remarkavle »rosvess end research have been made in 
this field »y tie Seventh Tombarcment Group, station- 

ed at Rockwell Field, Coronedo, Calif. "Believinz that the Air Corns in »ar- 
ticular and the other arms are interested in this vital phase of military con- 
munication," writes the Rockwell Field Correspondent, "we are endeavoring to 
assist anyone who requests information with the facts we now have at our 
disposal. 

Practically every ‘shase of training in the Group is coordinated with radio 
activity. The daily operations orders for the Grows are broadcast each morning 
from the ground stations, »ilots in each radio-equijoed plane listening in and 
receiving instrections for their particular unit. at oresent, voice is the 
only signal used. The equivment in the Pursuit shins which handles this work 
is comprised of the BC-129 transmitter and the BC-SA-167 Receiver. Both fixed 
and trailing antennae are available for the »ilot's use. 

The last two weel:ss of March were devoted to radio-controlled interce:tion 
problems. A Curtiss "Condor" Zomber was disnatched from the field every day 
with a considerable time lead over the Pursuit ships. ‘The frecuency on which 
the Bombers were worlzing ras mow only to the onerator in the ship and the 
operator of the ground station. After allowing the Bomber amole time to conceal 
his course from view, the Pursuit ships vere dis»xatched on their quest of inter. 
ception. The Bomber checked in regularly with the ground station, giving its 
location, altitude and course, In turn, the ground station contacted the 
Pursuit formation and directed them ster by step to their objective. The advan- 
tage of such procedure in time of war can readily be seen — that of leaving 
Pursuit in its natural element of offensive and calling on it only when an 
actual target presented itself. 

The distance over which commnications have been maintained is not only 
surprising but has been most gratifying to the members of this command. . Major 
Spatz has had wonderful success with his Pursuit comuand shin. He was able to 
receive the local grovnd: station while he "cs 240 miles distant. ‘The ground 
station received Mejor Spats's messages with loud speaker volume from their 
originating point 180 miles away. Further distance on the present installation 
is possible in a different locality, but the mountains in this section of the 
country seem to absorb.the signals. In »ractically all tests for distance, the 
mountains have proved the block for length in transmission, Interslane communi- 
cation has been just as effective as the ground-.lane vork. Lieut. D.D. Graves 
maintained constant two-way voice commmication with both the Bombers and the 
Fokker command ship over a span of 125 miles. 

Three Pursuit ships flying a vee formation have had perfect results in con 
versing with each other. Captain F. O'D. Hunter, commanding the 95th Souadron, 
has recently been directing the maneuvers of the entire squadron by radio. 
command, 

Both the Fokker C7-A command ship and the Bombers have had perfect two-way 
communication with the Rockwell Field ground station while they were on the 
ground at the United Airsort in Burbank, Calif. On March 10th, the Eleventh 
Bombardment Squadron devarted from Tucson, Arizona, after sundowm, for Rockwell 
Field, and were in constant communication with the squadron ground station for 
three and one-half hours before reachinz this station. The messages on this 
flight were received by broadcast listeners at Cress Valley and Leake ort, Calit., 
both 9 0ints being anmoroximately 600 miles distant from the noint of crigination 

Lieut. I.L. Farman, Grow: Sonsmnications Officer, and his two assistants, 
Lieuts. J.D. Kreyssler of the ©_th Squadron, aud D.R. Lyon, of the Eleventh 
Squadron, have had much to do with the success of this work. ‘Their untiring ef- 
forts in the study of installations end results have been instrumental in the 
present efficiency of the equizment. All of the information on hand, drawings 


and photographs. of the various installations, have been furnished the Rirgt 
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pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., and it is with more than 
a nassing interest that we will watch their developments. By the cooperation 
of all the various units, progress should be much more rapid and a more highly 
efficient fighting arm will be the ultimate result. 
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Rainy days for the 88th Observation Squadron, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, mean 
just another working day with the latest radio »rogram being carried out by the 
Communications Section. Code rractice between two ground stations located in 
different tmildings gives the officers an ay:0rtunity to work under actual 
operating conditions and ottain training not received in usual buzzer practice 
rooms. One station, acting as an airylane, checks in with and sends »rearranged 
messages to the other station, which acts as a ground station and in turn trans- 
mits messages to the airslane. Fremencies are changed during transmission and 
the transmitting power cut down to where delicate tuning mst be used by the 
receiving station. This »hase ef training is of great importance, and the 
Commnications Section of the 88th Gbservation Squadron is spending much time 

on this work. 
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MIDDLETOWN ATHLETES SHOW THEIR STUFF 









In a certain outlying section of the City of Washington the other evening 
there transpired an event of such magnitude as to cause repercussions throughout 
the lencth and breadth of civilized soortdom. The section referred to is none 
other than the Bolling Field Gyimasivn, and the event was the passing of the 
Volley Ball Championship of the Fasterr. States of America from Holling Field to 
the Middletown Air Depot. Yes, I mean that wore than Herculean struggle there 
under the pitiless flood lights, while the feminine hearts of Bolling Field, 
high uw) in the flower-decied, terraced balconies, burned with hope or sunk with 
black despair. And what a gallery! Wot only the flower of lovely womarhood 
from Southeast Washington (adjacent to the insane asylum) witnessed the debacle, 
but had as rivals the very cream of sulchritudincus peaches from Pennsylvania, 
transported there to see lmsbands aud lovers emerge victorious from the bloody 
arena. Literally bloody$ For when the smcke of battle nad finally rolled away, 
and the valorous Middletownions were. carried from the floor on the shoulders of 
frenzied admirers, there were those of the enemy vho had siven their all to the 
cause and could rise no more. And they had given their all in vain. 

Hostilities started at 9:00 4.m. (Eastern Standard Time). ‘he »orinted word 
could no more accurately describe whet haysened than it could give a lucid ‘ic- 
ture of the burning of Rome, or the Sack of Troy. Suffice it to say that this 
battle, like all others in the book, ebbed and flowed with the warriors (as 
usual) panting for air through grimy sweat-stained lips. While the slow sands 
ran through the hour glass twice over did they struggle, and then the Champion- 
ship passed, for the defending legions led by those stalwart fighters, Dazzy 
Davicson and Peppy Pop Lawton, and numbering among their key men Jumping Joe 
Bailey, Kiki Cousland and Charming Charlie Pugh, were not good enough. No, not 
nearly gond enough. | 

For the visitors, under the direction of Handsome Harry Mills, and by 
special permission of the copyright owers, had now removed the Golden Fleece to 
the sun-kissed shores of the Susquehanna. A bang u> game. Not only did Handsome 
Harry stretch out and seemingly grasy impossible volleys and hurl them back into 
enemy cary, but he was more than ably assisted and seconded by his team mates. 
Dashing Dave Stinson was super-human with his long ~okes to the back lines; 
Systematic Steinmetz dropped wuit after putt on the green in full view of horror 
stricken enemy eyes; Enterorising Estabrook astounded friends Pat Oh alike with 
huge leaps eight feet off the floor to return a volley and often,a iglpless op- 
ponent, while Mercurial McGregor flashed in and out too fast for eye to follow. 
4nd last, but not least, Murderous Mike Dunn carried the fight to all parts of 
the floor, sliding chestily when his legs refused to carry him fast enough. 

What a sight! Oh boy! 

Chili (the hot kind) swxccoraé the wounded in the club, and it was not mich 
later until the heroes united vith their dopendonts were wending their way back 
to the Keystone State, and another major event had become part of the glorious, 
glamorous history of Sport. 

Ed. Note; Who said there were no scribes at Middletowm? And now we 


expect to hear from that station quite often. 
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7 -  LIEUT. WCODEI2 ic Pu SoNTED. THE. DIST ET NCULSHED- FLYING CROSS 


HE Distinguished Flying g Cross vas awarded ‘to Lieut. Irvin A. Woodring, 
nationally Imown Ary ilot of Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., on spriy 
16th, for the extraordinary heroism ais piayed wnile delivering the 
Japenese ratification of the London Naval Treaty from Vancouver, British 
Columbia, to Wew York City,-last October. 

The award. was made oy orders from the. War Devartment, and was presented by 
Major-General Malin Craig, Coumending General of the 9th Corps Area. A special 
review was flow in his honor by Lieut. Woodring's fellow officers of the 7th 
Bombarcmert Growp.. The citation accompanying the awerd of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross: is as follows: . 

"Irvin A. Woodring, Second Lieutenant, Air Coros, United States Army. for 
heroism while narticivating ee an aerial flight. Lieut. Woodring as flight 
leader, accompanied by Lieut. William W. Caldvell, Air Corps Reserve, flying 
P-12C airclanes, left Rockwell Ficld October 11th under secret War Department 
orders for the wurpose of receiving a docuwnent of international importance at 
Vancouver, Canada, on October 15th and deliverin~ it to an agent of the State 
Denartment at Newark, New Jersey, not later than noon of Octover 18, 1930. ‘the 
orders given the two pilots stressed the necessity oi disregarding ordinary 
peacetime vrecautions to get the Cocmment throvgh oa scheduled time. Extremely 
hazaruous flying con aditions were encountered in Vyoning, snow and clowds com- 
pletely destroyed visibility from the grounc.to en altitude of 16,000 feet. 
Although the apna being used in the flight vere of Pursuit type, selected 
for speed, and not suitable for blind flying, and the »ilots realized the dan- 
gers involved, they were deteimined to take ao chances in delaying the success- 
ful accomplishment of their mission. Liewtennnt Caldwell, blinded by the stom, 
crashed to his death. Lieutenant Woodring arrived at Newark at 7;00 P.M, 
October 16, 1930, and delivered the-document. The successful accomplishment of 
this mission in the face of extreme danger reflects great credit not only upon 
himself but.also wpou the United States Army." — 

Lieut. foodring has had a eolorful career, Gesxite his mere 29 years of 
age. . Following three years at the en A. & M&M College, in the Devartment 
of ifechanical Engineering, he entered. the. Arny ‘Elying Senool at Brooks Field, 
San djntonio, Texas, and was graduated in 1924 from the Pursuit cless. Then fol- 
lowed three years of "barnstorming." In 1927 he received his commission in the 
Regular Army and was ordered to dvty at Selfridge Field, Mich. 

While stationed at Selfridge Field, he won fi place in the Mitchel Trovhy 
Race, held in Dayton, Ohio... In 1928 he was transferred to Rockwell Field, where 
he has been stationed since. He has been at. his present station longer than any 
officer now serving there. This record will not last long, for he has received 
War Department orders transferring him to Wright Field, sc intihae Onio, where he 
will enter the Air Corns Engineering Sclool. 

In 1928, Woodring vas a member of the Army's famous "Three Musketeers," who 
performed their hair-raising acrobatics at the MNationel Air Races at Los Angeles, 
The other two members of the team subsequently lost their lives. Woodring was a 
member of; the refueling crew of the Arny endarance plane, the "Question Mark," 
during its record-breaking duration flight in 1y29. He became a member of the 
mythical Caterpillar Club in'1930, when he was forced to take to his parachute in 
order to save his life. ‘The controls of his eae broke during an exhibition 
"dog-ficht," curing the Air Corvs Meneuvers at Sacramento, Calif. 

_ meee OD Qa ane 





FIELD MANEUVERS. BY AIR CORPS TROOPS IN PATAMA CANAL ZONE 


Orders received at France Field,. Panama Canal Zone, for the Air Corps troops 
to revare for the field and to proceed to cent aot R.P.; were the cause for 
unusual. activity at that station. After the usual found of cussing, Ciscussing 
and prenarations, the entire garrison, less 2 officers and 76 enlisted men, »ro- 
‘ceeded by rail to Pedro Miguel, C.Z., where they detrained, unloaded equipment 
and reloaded on G.M.C. trucks furnished by the Denartrent Motor Pool. 

The plan was for all equipment to be loaded on the trucks, and,if any addi- 
tional truck space was available,that it shovld be utilized for the transporting 
of troops. This comosed the first echelon ahd moved out as soon as vossible. 
The troops remaining then took up the march for Chorrera, R.P. (If you never 
valked up Gaillard Hill, you will not understand what it means to take up the 
-175- V-6147, A.C. 
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march), a distance of 19.8 miles. 

Tie first echelon, having »roceeded to Chorrera, unloaded, and the trucks 
jmmediately returned to transport the remaining troops to camp, intercenting the 
troops about eight miles out of Pedro Miguel. This methed cf transvorting bag- 
gage and troops by echelons nroved very satisfactory after minor wrinkles were 
jroned out, as is »wroven by the fact that the movement and erection of each new 
camp was always completed before 1:00 ».n. 

The following itinerary was followed and easily adhered to; From Pedro 
yiguel to Chorrera the first day; Chorrera to Bejuco the second day; Bejuco to 
Rio Hato the third day; Rio Hato to Penonome the fourth day, returning by the 
same route, average daily distance 264 miles. 

For those who had never visited the interior of Panama, the trip was with- 
out parallel ~ good swimming, beeutiful scenery, cold liquid refreshments, and 
no rain. In some ways it reminded some of us of the days in France, but there 
yas more color in Panama and less md. 

The usual "Badger Fight" wes held, and we were very fortunate in securing 
a very ferocious Badger. In fact, this badger was so terrible that it required 
the services of Lieut. Lehman amd a barrel to hold him when the fight officially 
commenced. The badger cane out fighting, his mouth open and his tail tucked dow 
in the most ajoroved badger style. The fight lasted only a few seconds, many 
bets were won and lost, the badger passed on and now has the honor position to 
thich all good badgers asire (under Lieut. Lelman's bed). 

It should be noted here thet one of our favorite sons, Major "Eddy" Lyon, 
had forsaken the fold for a cruise with Uncle Sam's Fleet, but was intercented 
end returned to the fold, joining us at Penonome, and for the occasion an 
Officers! Band was organized which rendered "Youtre in the Army Now," »receeded 
by “Anchors Away, Navy" and "Hail, Hail, the Geng's all Here." For further de- 
tails, ask our "Eddy," our space is limited. 

The command on its return to France Field heard mach favorable comment on 
the conduct of the Field Maneuvers, both from those within the service and with- 
out. We made friends of the inhabitants for the Air Corps end are »roud of our 
conduct, both on the larch and in Camp, and we are proud of our command. 

Reyort on dir Corns Field Mxercises 

The Panama Canal Air Force, less 4 officers, 76 men aud the recruit detach- 
ment, took the field on March 2, 1931, for the annual two weeks! field training. 
fifty officers, including tro attached for the field period, and 675 enlisted 
men went into the field. ‘The main canm was at Penonome, R.P., 107 miles from 
West Pedro Miguel. ‘The trip to end from Penonome was mede in four stages each 
way. The daily marches ran from 25 to S31 miles in length, but wer accomplished 
without difficulty; all men were in cam by noon as a general rule. The daily 
marches are given below in more detail, vis: 

France Field to Chorrera, R.P.: Left Trance Field at 5:00 a.m, and went by 
tail to Pedro Miguel, arriving at 6:30 a.m. Trucks were loaded and across the 
ferry by 8:00 a.m. The trucks mode a trip to Chorrera with baggage and returned 
for troops. All men were in cam) at 1:17 p.m. ‘The distance from west Pedro 
Miguel to the Chorrera camp is 25.4 miles. 

Chorrera to Chame; The last truck cleared cam at 7:35 a.m. The last man 
arrived in camp at 12:45 ».m. Distance 26.0 miles. 

Chame to Rio Hato: The last truck cleared cam at 7:20 a.m. The last man 
arrived in camp at 12:32 ».m. Distance 31.0 miles. 

Rio Hato to Penonome: The last truck cleared camp at 7:00 a.m. The last man 
arrived in camp at 11:20 a.m. Distance 25.0 miles. 

The return trip was made in better time than the trip wo, due to the fact 
that the units became better organized in utilizing the trans xortation. 

Camm sites were selected in advance and located adjacent to the landing 
fields at the different places. There was no difficulty with the swoly of wood, 
auc only one difficulty with water suyoly. <At Rio Hato the »urification truck 
Was unable to reach the suxply selected and had to move to a source further from 
comp. The water purification truck »roved to be excellent and there was always 
an abundant supply of potable water. 

The Panama Canal Air Force remained six days at Penonome. The first day, 
Friday, was devoted to provaring the camp, and engineering work on the airplanes. 
Saturday was given over to a thorough inspection of the camp, followed by a 
Practice march. Sunday was a holiday. 

Monday. Aerial operations were limited for the Observation Squadron, due to 
shortage of airplanes. ‘The airplanes available were utilized in familiarizing 
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personnel with the terrain anc various emergency landing fields in the Vicinity, 
particularly on the west side of the penincula toward Cape Mala. Troops Not ep. 
gaged in the operation of airnlanes vere taken on a practice march of about gi; 
miles. ‘The Observation squadron held a formation for trigger squeeze and ar 
exercises ; 
Tuesday and Wednesday were utilized in the sane manner as Ifonday, excent 
that "i Pursuit Squadron engaged in formation and combat training. | 
‘morale of the command was excellent, the men cooperating heartily in 7” 





all respects. Tie band gave a concert every evening in can, both on the mrq 44 
and at Penonone, excent the three evenings when band concerts were Elven in the gn 
town of Penonome. ‘There were two dances at Penonowe, the music for one being 
furnished by the band. ‘he wind was generally too high for volley ball or at 
baseball. Most of the men snent their afternoons swimming, There were excel. : 
lent swimming places at Penonome, Rio Hato and Chorrera. 
During the two-week v.eriod, 415 hours, 45 mimites, were flown. This time ta 
was devotec almost entirely to the trans ortation of personnel, as the allot. in 
ment of flying time had been reduced asnroxinately 40% beginning March lst, tk 
A total of 1377 officers and men were carried during the move between camp’ Be 
sites without incident. The Sikorsky Amphibians had several broken »ressure m 
gauges on the landing gear, due to the roven fields. Otherwise, little trouble be 


was exoserienced. The total aumver of airplanes talzen into the field was 24, 7 
consisting of 3 LB-7's, 1 Ford 0-9, 2 Sikorsiy C65-A, 15 Pel2B's and 3 O2-H's, 


All the 0-190 airplanes had been grounded due to defective landing gears. : 
--=-000-—— 2 
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FRANCE FIELD PERSONNEL INDULGE IN COMPETITIVE SPORTS 
a 
i ie : . a e f 
The first quarter of 1951 -roved a period cf great activity for France ; 
Field and the personnel thereof. The first major event of th year was the as- ; 
semblage for the Denartment Athletic Meet on the Pacific side of the Isthms. ; 
In compliance with Deosartment orders, 39 officers and 406 enlisted men proceeded : 


by rail from France Field to Fort Clayton, where cam) was established, anda 
routine in comoliance with the Athletic Comretition Schedule maintained. 

The commetitors from France Field brought honor not only to themselves but 
to the Air Corxs as a whole. In the Pistol Competition, Mnster Sergeant Tate, 
e5th Bombardment Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Croy, 24th Pursuit Swmadron,. and Sgt. 
Brinkman, 63rd Service Squadron, won end, 3rd and 4th places, resvectively. 

First Lieut. Laurence C. Craigie was the runner w in low net score in 
the Golf Tournament. 

In the Tennis competition, the team of lst Lieuts. J.M. Bevans and £.E, 
Partricge won first »lace in the Doubles, while the latter officer won the 
Singles. 

In the S:vimaing competitions, Privates Smith (7th Obs, Scdn.) von 4th 
place in the 50-yard bads stroke; Carlson and White, 63rd Service. Smadron, end 
and 4th »laces respectively, in the 100-yard Free Stroke; Seleski, 24th Pursuit 
Squadron, 3rd place in Diving and 4th place in Relay Race. 

It might be here stated that, due to the fact that the other branches of 
the service were not equiped with airplanes, ¢1l1 events of this type were can~- 
celled, and plenes with a few excewtions, were left at-home. We competed at the 
other fellow'!s game. : 

France Field personnel entrained for their home station on January 20th, 
leaving the troons of the other arms on the Pacific side to conduct annual 
maneuvers, The Panama Canal Department Air Corps units then »roceeded to effect 
their part in the maneuvers, all units taxing a very active »vart, »erforming dam 
patrols and attacks, photo missions, sursuit and bombing missions, joint prob- 
lems with other troops of the Devartment, etc., giving every officer and enlisted 
man an oy 0rtunity to exert himself. The lessons learned and results secured 
were weil worth the efforts put forth. 
—~-000——~ 



















On the occasion of the 324th anniversary celebration at Cape Henry, Vae, on 
April 26th of the landing of the first ; permanent English colonists, which was at- 
tended by President and Mrs. Hoover and his official narty, bombing »lanes of the 
end Bombardment Group of Langley Field, Vas, led by Major H.A. Dargue, Group Com 
mander, flew to Cape Henry and staged a formation flight over the scene of the 
celebration, On account of the religious nature of the gathering, the Group 
flew in the formation of a gigantic cross. 
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ROW TO CONSTRUCT PISTOL RANGES 
By Licut. J. L. Hitchings, Air Corps 
(The Fifth Article of this Series of 14.) 

EW of us realize the excentional facilities we have in the Army for target 

shooting. In conversing with a member of the Springfield Revolver Club, I 

mentioned the fact that we had an excellent outdoor range at Chamte Field, 
and were planning to construct an indoor range in one of the hangars. He said; 
"You pethasty are: lucky! I have to go thirty miles to the range when I want to 
shoot." 

At every Army post thore is an outdoor range, with firing voints marked off 

at 15 and 25 yards, and in some cases at 50 yards. If no 50-yard line is marked, 
this should be done, since practicelly all U.S.R.A. and N.R.A. outdoor pistol 
shooting calls for scores at this distence. It is not necessary to mild svecial 
target holders. Simply set uy bobbing targets, spread a Standard American or 
International target over the face of each bobber and clip the two together at 
the sides with paper clips. Part of the standard American or International tar- 
get will have to be folded around the edges of the bobber, but all that you will 
need of the center will be exposed, 

When the winter season comes, you will want an indoor range; but you will 
be prone to regard it as an almost unattainable luxury, expensive, difficult to 
locate, and hard to build. This is not at all the case. An indoor range costs 
practically nothing, is easy to locate on any Air Corps vost, and could be bwilt 
by any ten-year ola boy in an afternoon. ‘The oie difficult thing about building 
it is making uo your mind to ms it. 

The main material requisite of an indoor range is a backstop, consisting of 
a piece of sheet iron or steel, at least three-sixteenths of an inch thick, about 
four feet wide, and of any length from four feet up. ‘his may be obtained from 
the junk heap at almost any Air Coros »ost, or purchased lecally from a junk . 
dealer for a dollar or two. ‘The only other requisites are an electric light cord 
and socket, a 500 watt bulb, a piece of tin or even cardboard for a reflector, 
and a few odd »ieces of lumber. 

By »lacing the butts against the wall of a.regulation steel hangar, a 20-yard 
range may be located comfortably across the short dimension of the hangar. Suf- 
ficient snace could be found for this ~wroose on any. Air Corps post the writer 
has seen. ‘The actual construction of the range may be accomplished as follows: 

Using your lumber, fix the iron backstop in a »osition facing the shooters 
and tipped toward them to make en angle of about 60 degrees with the floor. 
Common sense and the lumber available will point out the most easily constructed 
support to do this. If the backston and frame are vlaced on an old table, the 
targets will be at shoulder height, which is an advantage. Whatever sort of 
&@ support you use, box the to» and sides of the bacstop with strips vrojecting 
toward the shooters about six inches, since when a bullet strikes the plate it 
bursts like a bomb, and the fra:ments are thrown out in a plane almost parallel 
to the surface of the backstop. If it is desired to stop the ringing noise of 
the bullets, the rear of the backstop may be boxed in and filled with sand, The 
space below the backstop should be strerm with sand or fireproofed-waste. A 
backstop eight feet long will accommodate four targets easily. 

To secure the targets, wires or metal straps carrying paver clans should be 
dropped from the upper edge of the backstop. No elaborate arrangement is desir- 
able, since the carriers will be shot away quite regularly at first. 

Now as to the »roblem of lighting. The simlest system is a single 500 watt 


‘ bulb, backed by an immrovised tin or cardboard reflector, placed about ten feet 


in front of the targets, and either above or below their level. A more complex 
system is a row of 100-watt bulbs, placed between the targets, one to four feet 
in front of them, and just below them, backed by a strip reflector and guarded 
by an additional iron or tin nlate. This lights the bottoms of the targets more 
brilliantly than the tops. An evenly lit system is, however, the usual rule. 
Blue "daylight". bulbs give the most satisfactory illumination. Wiring should’ be~ 
done or at least supervised by the post electrician, to avoid’ fire hazard, and 
should be inspected by the post fire marshal. 

:, The range should be placed so that a vossible stray accidental shot through 
the wall of the hangar would co cut on the flying field. Since all indoor shoot- 
ing normally takes place after dark, this is an effective safety precaution. 

Such a range would handle 28 and even 45 calibre shooting, although most in- 
door work is done with .22's. The only way to determine what your backstop will 
Stand it to shoot against it. If your backstop is very narrow, or the space for 
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your range is very limited, the backstop may be fastened flat to the wall, ang 
boxed to catch the splatter. In this case your plate will have less resistancg 
against large calibre bullets. 
A popular substitute for suspended wener clips is a niece of burlan, 
stretched vertically over the front boxing, to which targets may easily be >Anngy, 
The next article will deal with National Pistol Competitions. 
---000-—= 









AIR CORPS OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO COMMAID AND GEN. STAFF SCHOOL 








War Desartment Orders, recently issued, direct the following~named Air Cor, 
officers to renort. for duty as students at the Command anc General Staff School, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kensas, for the 1931-23 course; Majors Ralph P. Cousins, 
Charles B. O1cfield, Captain Clayton L. Bissell, all from the Air Corps Tactica) 
School, Langley Field, Va.; Captain Early E.W. Duncan from Headquarters, 6th 
Corps Area; Captain Orlo H. Quinn, from Randolnh Field, Texas; Captain Rosenhan 
Beam, from Havana, Cuba; and Cantain Charles E.B. Bubb, Air Corps Detachment, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
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WAR DispPs Yl ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 








Chanzes of Station: To Brooks Field, Texas: Major Michael F. Davis, Office 
Chief of Air Corps, June 30, for duty with a tactical uait. 

To Langley Field, Va.: Cant. Joun P. Richter, unon completion of course at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

fo March Field, Calif.: 1st Lieut. Howard Z. Bogert, upon completion of 
course at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

To Maxwell Field, Ale.: Major Carlyle H. Wash, wpon completion of foreign 
service tour; Major Percy E. Van Nostrand, Len: ley Field. 

fo ifateriel Division, Wricnt Field, Chio: Mejor Earold A. Straus, upon con 
pletion course of instruction at Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas; lst 
Lieut. Harold H. Carr from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass, 
To Tndianavolis, Ind.:; Cant. Albert M. Guidera as Instructor, 38th Division 
Aviation, woon comoletion tour of duty in Panana. 

To Panama Canal Zone: Wajor Lewis H. Brereton, Fort Sill, Okla., July él, 

To Rendoloh Field, Texas: lst Lieut. Ames §. Albro, from San Antonio Air 
Denot, Duncan Field, Texas. 

To Office Chief of Air Corps: Major W. R. Weaver, Maxvell Field, Ala. 6-0, 

To Shrevenort, La.: Captain Harold L. Clark, from Air Corns Training Center, 
Duncan Field, Texas, for duty in connection with new coustruction, Barksdale Fieli 

To Rome, Italy: Cantain Francis NM. brady, as Assistent Military Attache for 
Air, woon completion course of instruction at Command and General Staff School. 

Reserve Officers ordered to ixtended Active Duty: (June 25 to Dec. 23,1931) 
To Selfridge Field, Mich.:; 2nd Lievts. Curtis BE. Smith, Jr., Augusta, Ga.; Joe 
S. Anderson, Honea Path, S.C.; William B. Clements, Durand, Ga.; To Fort Crockett, 
Texas: Ralph J. Gibbons, Walla Walla, Wash.; Lawrence T. Broeren, Portland, Ore.; 
Carl E. Reqknagel, Soringfield, 0.; To Rockwell Field, Calif.: Edvard F.Kiessig, 
San Diego, Calif.; Wallace J. O'Daniels, Jr., Seattle, Wash.; To Fost Field, fort 
Sill, Okla.; Harry B. Fening » ITs, Weleeta, Okla.; Lloyd E. Hunt, Cincinnati,0.; 
To Mitchel Field, N.¥.: Frank L. Smith, Mt. Airy, N.C.; Herbert A. Orr, North 
Adams, Wass: To Scots Feld, Hin: Claris E. Johnson, Alexis, Ill.; Harold A. 
Lidster, Charleston, Ill.; Lloyd L. Sailor, Normal, eases To ‘lather Field, Calif. 
Ralston L. Crew, Fellon,. Nevada.; To Pove Field, N.C.: Lawrence A. Duncan, 
Aliceville, Ala. -- July 2 to Dec. 31, 1931, To Selfridge Field, ‘lich.; Ashby 
Tovlmin, Mobile, Ala.; To: Fort Crockett, Texas: Walter C. Kent, Kentwood, La.; 
Pa:.i. Waterman, San Antonio, Texas; Orville L. Oakes, Stillwater, Okla.; To “Mitchel 
Fi: id, N.Y.: Richard Van Conover, Lake Charles, La.; Francis X. Kelly, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; To Post Field, Okla.: Charlie S$. Tidwell, Atlanta, Ga.; To Rockwell Field, 
Calif.: Floyd Hill Davidson, Phoenix, Ariz.; To Scott Field, I11.; Bugene 2, Kruse, 
Kansas City, pas To Fort Bennins, Ga.: Glenn A. Holland, Atlanta, Ga.; To March 
Field, Calif.; Ralph H. Brandt, “pee Calif.; To Crissy Field, Calif.; Adrian 
F, Wilkinson, San Francisco, Calif.; -- Robert K. Black, Douglaston, L.I., N.Y. # 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., 7/2 to 11/11/31; Norman L. Barr, Boyle, ‘fiss., to France 
Field, Panama, July 2 to Oct. 12; Devenport Mechem, Las Cruces, N.if. to Mather 
Field, June 25 to Dec. 23; Raymond B. Hurst, Seattle, Wash., May 16 to Nov. 14. 
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serve Officers extended to June 30, 1932: 
Charles Robers | Disner, Ot t Gard :~ Cherles H. Goodwyn, Frederick 
q, Sterling, Jr., Oliver J. Studeman, Edvard N. Coetes, Wm. R. Graham, Theodore 
¢, Kershaw, Jr., Howard 3B. Latiuro», Jr., Floyd E. Nelson, George W. Peterson, 
lavrence T. Pugh, Weldon E. Rhoades, Don K. Sheets -- To February 15, 1922; 
Tallmadge L. Boyd, Harry D. Clanper, Wm. 4 Cocke, Jr., John C. Crain, Edward 
D, Hoffman, ane V. Sharman, Josevh B, Stanley. 

Relieved from Detail to Air Coros: end Lieuwts. Frederick G. Crabb, Jr., 
to 30th Inf., Madison ks, N.Y.; George G. Garton to Field Artillery, 2nd Div., 
fort Sam Houston, ‘texas. 

Change in assizament: lst Lieut. 
duty as a.C. Re ig aaesauigp Curtiss ole ormae and 
to Selfridge Field instead of ‘‘itche2 Fie! 

Addl. Chanze of Station: lst Jievt. eal ae 
course of instruction, Harvard University, to Langley f 
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Present active duty tours of Re 
end Lieuis. 3! 








Harlan T. McCormick, uvon relief from 
Motor Coe, Garden City, N.Y., 





iicGinnis, upon completion of 
ield, Va., July l. 





ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES FROM AIR CORPS SCHOOLS 
From Air Coros Eurcinee "| Ohio: Cartain Michael E. 
HWcHugo to Scott Field, Iil.; 4 nd Lieut. Chas. A. Ross to ifiddletown Air Depot; 
Captain Leland C. = to Curties Aeroplane and Motor Co., Buffalo, N.Y.; 1st 
Lieut. Russell L. Williamson to Stearman Aircraft Co., Wichita, Kansas; Cantain 
¢. 8. Jokznson to Biss ell Air DTenot, Coronado, Calif.; lst Lieuts. Benje amin W. 
Chidlaw, Alden R. Crawford, John %. Dovidson, Edimnd C. Langinead, Russell J. 
Minty, Edward M. Powers, Clarence S. Thorge, a B. Wolfe to Wright Field. 
From Army Industrial etree Washinzton: Captain Leland ¥. Willer and 
lst Liewt. Nomuan D. krovhy to Graduate el of ‘Business Administration, 
Harvard University, Sept. Posi 
From Air Cor ss Technica 
To Mitchel Fields 
Jonn C. Covington 
John K, Gerhart 
Joseph W. Baylor 
Chas. L. Mynroe,Jr 
Thomas R. Starratt 
fo Wright Field; 
George V. Holloman 
To Mather Field; 
Chester P, Gilger 
Charles H. Deerwester 
Robert B. Davenport 








ering Sch Wrights Ficld, 





ms 


1 €chool, Chamate Ficld, Il].; (All 2nd Lieuts.) 
To Scott Field, Ill. 
Farold W. Grant 
Allen W. Reed 
Irving R. Selby 
Lavrence 7. Koons To Fort San Houston, Tex. 
Jesse Auton Guy 5. Henderson 
Hawin R. French Lexoy Hudson 
Francis H. Griswold Lambert S. Callaway 
Donald L. Putt Jvonn W. Egan 
Norman D, Sillin William L. Kennedy 
To Langley Field: To Fairfield Air Deoot: 
Thomes D, Ferguson Clarence S. Irvine 
To Chanute Field: William 3. Orfutt Trancis 4. Zeigler 
Lilburn D. Fator Wycliffe E. Steele To Fort Sill, Oklahoma: 
Farry J. Flatequal Jack W. Wood James L. Jackson 
fo March Field: John P. Rran Stoyte 0. Ross 
James W. Andrew To Fort Crockett: To Crissy Field; 
Eugene H. Eeebe Philo G. lieisenholder William Ball 
Yo Roclavell Field: Thomas L. 





To Selfridge Field: 
Thaxvard 0. Lov ry 
Flint Garrison,Jr. 
Paul iM. Jacobs 









































James W. Brown, Jr. 
Alfred R. Maxwell 
Levis R. Parker 
Robert W. Stewart 
Austin A. Straubel 
Robert W. Goetz 
Robert S. Israel,Jr. 
John §. Mills 


fosley 
Rooert F. Tate 
Thomas L. —— 
Kenneth R. Croshe 
William C. iis 
George W. Mundy 
Leslie 0. Peterson 
Mills S. Savage 


— 


Richard C. Lindsay 
To Brooks Fields 
Isaac W. Ott 
To ‘Middletowm Air Denot: 








Paul HE. Shanahan 
Floyd B. Wood 
To Duncan Fiela Tr. Center: 





Robert W. Warren 


Four Air Corns officers have been assigned to duty as students for the 
1931-1952 course at the Army Industrial College, Washington, D.C., viz: Captains 
Robert V. Ignico, Langley Field; Omer 0. Niergarth, Wright Field, Harry G. 


Montgomery, and lst Lieut. John 


---000--- 


M. McDonnell, Bolling Field. 


Contributions for the News Letter are solicited from Langley, Crissy, 


Brooks, Dodd, Chanute, 


‘“elly and Selfridge Fields. 
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Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., Aoril 17th. 








77th Pursuit Smadron: The month of April brought about an almost new 
flying organization in the 2 7th Pursvit Sqradron with the arrival of 12 officers, 
some cominz from other tactical units and others joining their first »ost wo 
their gradvation from the Advenced Flying School, Kelly Fielc. Each officer jy 
the Squadron was assigned to an airzlane, and everyone is particularly carefy) 
to see that it is still all in one »iece when we shove off for the maneuvers on 
May 10th. 

The first week of koril was spent almost entirely in drill and tactical 
formations.Lieut. Walter %. Richards, who is the 77th Scuadron's Commander, ang 
Lieut. J.G. Hopkins, Squadron Operations Officer, gave their respective flights 
quite a vigorous workout dvring the week. It now seems as if the 77th! s ‘ailots 
will compare favorably with the older units at the maneuvers, even Gisrecardin- 
the short time they have been together. 

Lieut.-Colonel. Mackall visited Mather Field on Avril 8th and 9th and in- 

spected the post. LIverything scemed to be thoroughly satisfactory to him, and 
when he left he was very complimentary in his conments 

On the tenth of the month, all of our available shine journeyed to Rockwell 
Field, led by a headquarters flight consisting of Major Tinker, Eaptain Lynd ani 
Lieut. Dorsett. Upon our arrival there we were all well taken care of by the 
95th Pursuit Squadron. The following morning the entire first Provisional Ving 
flew in review before Admiral Cuase of the Nevy. 

The week ending April 18th was svent moctly in firing on the range for 
qualification, and flying cross-country missions to Reno, Nevada. 

On a recent trip to Rockwell Fiela, Lieut. Richards led a formation which 
brought back four more PelZ's to our field. On April 16th, Major Tinker viloted 
nine officers back to Rocl:well in a G7 Transvort after eight more. It isa 
personal belief that our officers will not complain at having an insufficient 
number of ships to fly. 





40th Division Aviation, Calif. Netional Guard, Los Angeles, March 28th. 





Congratulations are hereby extended to Lieut.-Col. John N. Jeffers woon his 
recent promotion to that grade. Col. Jeffers has commanded this unit for some 
four years, during which period he has maintained the resvect and affection of 
officers and men, Although the unit regrets to lose the leadership of Col. 
Jeffers, it feels that the »romotion is well deserved, and that in his new as- 
Ssignment to Aviation Section, Headquarters, 40th Division, he will be of sreater 








value to the Division because of wider contacts with Staff and other brancues. 
We have all felt the need of closer liaison end understanding between aviation 
and the other line branches, and believe that Col. Jeffers was well chosen to 
develop this important work. 

The Squedron welcomes its newest officer, lst Lieut. Clinton A. Burrows, 
appointed Jan. 28th, last, from National Guerd Reserve. Lieut. Burrows is re- 
turning to a familiar fold, as he was one of the original officers of this unit, 
having transferred to the Reserve because of out-of-town residence. At »resent 

he is flying for Pacific Air Transvort, vart of the Boeing Air System. 

We are very happy to wish luck and success to the four lads from this squat 
ron who recently ‘finished the March Field Primary course and were. sent on to 
Kelly Field for another four months of advanced training and their wings 

Lieut. James Carroll, A.C., Unit Instructor, left this post several days ag 
ferrying one of last 02-H's to Philadelphia. He will return by rail. 

The Communications Section is vretty cocky over the arrival of 5 new radio 
sets, the AC #152. These are being installed in 0-3 ships for test and practice 
and should help considerably the commnications oroblems at this. swamer's cal). 

Hangar flying increased tremendously the past two months due to a desperate 
gas shortage at the field. And this in the face cf 8¢4 gas on the streets and 
huge over-nroduction of oil in Southern California. The next quarter in April 
will see a new allotment of fuel. 

The pilots of this squadron are in a fever over who shall be the chosen five 
to carry the escutcheon of Griffith Park to the Air Corps Maneuvers at Dayton in 
May. Since all 20 pilots are eazer to go, and all admit their qualifications, th 
C.0, is in a tough soot. Marquis of pueanibeney miles are to govern the selectim 
with sub-caliber guns barred. 
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Hors. Michols Field, and 4th Comosite Grows, P.I., March 27th. 





4th Composite Grou Hors: Cant. Edgar P. Sorenson relieved Cast. Fred C. 
felson of the command of this organization immediately after the arrival of the 
yarch Trans ort. 

Sgt. W.G. Miller, Post Radio Onerator, enjoyed some interesting flights 





; during the vast month, including two trips to the Southern Islands and other 


trips made during the search for Glenn Brovhy. 

* . The Duckoin team von the inter-squadron bowlin; tournament staged recently 
Jo one Ime) what to do with the loving. cup which was a vart of the title, as a 
trophy case yas one item this organization has had no »revious use for. 

Anong those viho orofited by the Syear exoansion program was Thomas P. 
(avigan, an old timer, who was »romoted to the crade of Sergeant. 

Sth Photo Section: Staff Sgt. Raymond ii. Sisho» made a trip to the 
Southern Islands as Photogra»her recently for the suroose of making »,hotogranhs 
of the pronosed landing fields being established, 

Captain Burge and Master Sgt. Klutz conmmleted a long g-distance, hist h altitude 
photographic mission on the 9th. 

The Section held its organization day on the 24th at iontal von. A hike was - 
made to the Metropolitan Water Dam, and after obtaining all the nictures »ossible, 
the section returned to the camp site, and everyone joined in a baseball game 
and horseshoe itching contest. Inch was then served and everyone had an enjoy- 
able time. 

The Devrartment Commander made: a tactical inspection of the Group on March 
th. Aerial ‘hotogranphs of the ships on the line and the bombing of obsolete 
planes on the range were made and delivered to General Hines within 25 minutes. 

A.mosaic of Manila, flown at 8,000 ft. altitude, vas completed during the 
month. 
 gnd Observation Squadron; Our Squadron Commander, Cantain Easterbrook, is 
at the, present. writing spending some of the hot season in the Mountain. Province 
at Camp John Hay. During bhs absence, Cart. Russell L. Maughan, of "Daym to 
Dusk Flight" fame, assumed the reins. 

We have had a very busy month renovating the squadron barracks, mess hall 
aud day room in »reparation for an insnection by Major-General Hines, De vartment 
Commander. This inspection was held on March 20th, with very favorable results. 
General Hines also held his annual tactical ins»ection during the month, with 
this squadron taking an important »vart. Quite a few of our officers and men 
came in for a lot of extended cross-country trins in the new Sikorsky Amphibians. 
These flights are mostly to the Southern Islands of the Philiyoine Archipelago, 
with one to the north.of Iuzon in search of Mr. Brovhy, the "China to Manila" 
flyer, who was lost enroute. 

e8th Bombardment Squadron; First Lieut. R.C. Zettel and family are enjoy- 
ing a month's leave in China. Lieut. Wolfinbarger is snending 30 days at the 
Yountain.Province Resort at Baguio. 

The Squadron is taking on more of the anvearance of a Bombardment organiza~ 
tion with our recent addition of six new B-3A's, with zood orosxects of having 
six more by June lst. At present there is a somewhat peculiar condition exist- 
ing in the Smmadron. Though commanded by a well known bombardment leader, Cant. 
Edward C, Black, we are firing the Attack Gunnery and Bombing course in Pursuit 
ships, one Pe12B and seven PW-9C's. 

One of our pilots, Lieut. Malone, took one of the Sikorsky Amphibians around 
the north end of the island as a »art of the search for Mr.. Brophy. This meant 
being at the controls for. the better vart of two days under difficult flying 
prem: 

6th Service Squadron: Ist Lieut. J.S. Stowell spent ten days detached ser- 
vice = Northern Iuzon, revorting an enjoyable trip after his return. 


lichols Field, Rizal, P.I., March 5th. 


end Observation Squadron; The Squadron celebrated a belated organization 
Day at the Calamba Sugar Central. Sightseeing tours through the plant and over 
the central were arranged by the Company, and a good time was had by all. 

The March Transport brought the following new officers: lst Lieuts. Leroy 
M. Wolfe, Richard W. Gibson, Walter G. Bryte, and 2nd Lieut. Elwell A. Sanborn. 
Qn the same boat we lost Capts.Earl S. Hoae, D.M. Reeves, lst Lieuts. Anderson 
and Yeager. 

Lieut. Ent returned from a trin to China and assumed his old duties as 
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Squadron Adjutant. 

We have an embryo "Bobby Jones" in the Squadron at present in the perso, 
of Private "Scotty Hargett," sho won the cup in the third flight of the Manila 
Golf Tournament, 

28th Bombardment Squadron: This Squadron has been functioning with Pq-gt s, 
but is gradually coming into. its own, having received 5 B3A Bombers, with More 
coming. Before the rainy season sets in we expect to be fully equipned as a 
Bombardment unit. After that watch our smoke. (During the rainy season? 3.) 

The Squadron is sorry to lose Cazt. Edward M. Morris, who returned to For; 
Crockett on the March Transport, aldo the following noncoms: Tech. Sgt. Albin, 
Stafrf Sgts. Jones, Aakins and Woolard, who cowoleted their tour of foreign sen 
vice. The March Transport brings us an old sian coming home to roost ~ Master 
Sgt. Albert Y. Linard. 

66th Service Squadron; Ist Lieut. Jose.h smith leaves on or about March 
15th for his new station at San Antonio, via’the Suez Canal. 

lst Lieut. John H. McCormick re ported for duty Feb. 24th, and was assigned 
as Supply and Mess Officer. 

The March Transport took 21 men back for cischarge, and we gained 23 new 
men as. replacements. ' 

6th Photo Section: 1st Lieut. John M. McDonnell, our Section Commander, 
having completed his tour: of foreign service, was ordered to Mitchel Field, W,y,, 
returning by way of Rome, Paris, Berlin and London. This is the second time 
Lieut. McDonnell was in command of the Section, having commanded it overseas 
during the big fight. We envy him his second stop. ’ 

Private Paul W. Reigel is: returning to the States for discharge, having de- 
clared his intention of sroceeding post has - to ‘Sinokin, i ; where he exvects 
to resume his mining "career." e: 

The Section has done cons siderable ° work c during the latter part of January 
preparing enlarzements of »hotos. of interesting places in.Manila and vicinity 
and other features relative to the Air Corns ' ‘Exhibit: at: the Manila Carnival . 
which lasted from January 15th to ‘February end. Having the best looking and 
most popular exhibit, our efforts were fully revarded. 











Scott Field, Belleville, re, ori 22nd. 





First Lieuts. A.J. McKenna and-Walter 0. Pichi, Reserve, both from Chicagy, 
renorted at Scott Field Aoril Sth for a 14-day tour of active duty.” They were 
attached to the 15th Observation Squadron for training. — 

2nd Lieut. Edger A. Sirmyer, Jr., made a hurried trip to Maxwéll Field 
recently upon receiving news that he is.now.a "“nroud papa." It - is a girl. Mrs, 
Sirmyer has been staying with. her parents , Col. aid Mrs. Charles L. Foster, l.C,, 
at Fort Benning, Ga. ’ 

Major General Frank Parker, sieianiine Sintiesa of t the Sixth Corps Area, 
made his annual inspection of Scott Field on Avril 22nd. The General was evider 
ly pleased with the conditions as he found them., Following the insyection, he 
and his staff denerted for Jefferson aaréacks, escorted by a motorcycle patrol 
of State Troopers. e238 : 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, Avril lst. 





Headquarters and the Band copped the annual track and field meet held on 
March 25th by scoring S2 points to the 23 of their nearest combetitor, the 60th 
Squadron. Graham of the Band was high »oint: man for the meet, scoring a total 
of 1l points. Bentley of Headquarters was second with 10 pointe, and Connolly 
of the 60th Squadron was third with nine. 

Handicanped by several: injured layers, the 13th Squadron basketball team 
forfeited the series to the Santa Fe quint. Que or has mn. already played, 
being won by the Railroaders. 

Baseball practice has commenced and from all indications the race for the 
Post Championship is going to be a close one. ‘The 60th Squadron has two new mf 
whose ability is well Imowm on the »ost. The Sth, 90th- ‘and 13th Squadrons all 
claim to have new material thet will carry them through to the cup. Of them a 
the 60th Squadron avpears to have the best chance: at: the present time. pat, que 
sabe? 

Interest in ae and wrestling is growing by eae and bounds. A ring} 


in the »rocess of construction, and while it will not be ready for a short wilt 
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the men are working out daily in the Post gym. Joe Garrett, former 8th Corns 
grea Lightweight champ, is in charge of the instruction end. Joe is getting 
into shane also, and hoves to »rove that the old dynamite and zip is still »res- 
ent. The turn-out for those interested is more than satisfactory. With the 
present popularity of the mat game, it should te possible to stage many cards 
here. 

Ten new officers arrived at Fort Crockett in the last few weeks, viz: 

Capt. Edvard M. Morris, A.C., from Nichols Field, and 2nd Lieuts. Louis S. Wait, 
Walter A. Ransom, Richard A, Morehouse, Henry H. Covington, Jr., Iuther J. 
fairbanks, Louis M. Gregory, Josexh B. Donnelly, Eric G. Danielson and Z.V. 
Robnett, Jr., Air Reserve. Lieut. Wait came from Fort Sill, while the rest 
of the officers arrived from Dodd Field, where they had been on detached service. 

Ten planes from the 3rd Attack Groun, led by Lieut. Ralnh Stearley, conduct- 
ed an attack on the city of Beaumont recently. The demonstration was given for 
the benefit of the Jefferson County Reserve Officers Association, who were 
assembled at Beaumont at the time. One >lane from the 60th Service Squadron, 
piloted by Lieut, W.S. Lee, laid a smoke screen to make the simulated warfare 
more realistic. After the "battle," Lieut. Stearley delivered an address on 
"he Tactics and Hmoloyment of Attack Aviation." The »lanes returned the follow- 
ing afternoon. 

Wing Commander Walter L. Feinne, Royal Flying Corzs, British Air Attache, 
stationed at Washington, was a recent visitor at Fort Crockett. While here he 
yas the guest of Major Davensort Johnson. 

Fox Movietone News recently took sound ictures of Third Attack Group »lanes 
in simulated warfare, Planes from the 13th Attack Squadron were used for the 
occasion. This is the second time within a year that Fox cameramen have taken 
sound pictures of Grou» planes. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, April 15th. 





The 8th Attack sent a flight of 12 shins to Fort Benning, Ga., on April 17. 
The planes under the leadershi»y of Cant. Lotha A. Smith were scheduled to take 
part in the Air Corps demonstration being held at Fort Benning in conjunction 
with ground troops. Officers accompanying Capt. Smith were Lieuts. H.L. Grills, 
F.F. Everest, H.A. Parker, J.H. Catchings, J.A. Anderson, R.D. Cassell, R.A. 
Blyard, R.R. Burley, E.G. Danielson, L J. Fairbanks and E.V. Robnett. 

Just how well the other units in the Air Corns are coming along in perfect- 
ing formation flying for maneuvers we do not know. However, if Pursuit, Bombard- 
ment or Observation »ilots wish to eon honors this year, they certainly will have 
lots of competition from the Third Attack Group. Pilots and mechanics are one 
in saying that never before has the Group flomm such »erfect formations. Squad- 
ton leaders are working hard to attain the heighth of »erfection. Close forma- 
tions are the order of the day, and those boys are certainly getting in there. 

The 15th Squadron baseball team swung into the lead since their defeat of 
the 60th Squadron, 5 to 4. In the other game the 8th Squadron wen from the 90th, 
8to 5. Never before in the history of Fort Crockett has there been so much en- 
thusiasm over baseball. For the first time there are more than two good teans 
in the league. In previous years the 90th and 60th were the only strong clubs 
in the race. Errors have been costly to the 90th and 60th this season, but if 
they cut them out from now on we predict many extra inning games. 

Lieuts. Hicks and Catron, with Sgt. Didoe, were here recently from the Photo 
Section at Dodd Field. They took pictures of all the officers in connection with 
the maneuvers. 

The baseball season opened at Fort Crockett on April 14th with the 60th 
Squadron scoring a 16 to 15 win over their deadly rivals, the 90th Squadron. Al- 
though these two teams are rated as the best on the post, they failed to show any 
good ball playing as was dis»layed in the game betveen the 8th and 13th Squad- 
Tons. The 13th won this game 3 to 2. 

The 90th Squadron won the cup last season, but the only strong competition 
they had was with the 60th, The 8th and 13th nines aypear to be stronger than 
ever, and a tight race for Post honors is in sight. 

The ‘Patrick Logan'is kept busy these days taking parties from the Post on 
fishing trinvs cut into the Gulf. No big catches have been reported so far but 
Many lines have been snapped and a few rods bent. <A few cases of bent hooks 
have also been related. 

Captain Idzorek's golf course has taken on added color with the addition of 
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bright new flag pins. The course is in almost.contimous use nowadays and 4s 
the method used b; post golfers to lover their score on the regular links, 

'' The weather has fiarlly become mich warmer and the beach in front of the 
post is dotted with soldier bathers who choose a dip in the Gulf of Mexico to 
cool off. Althoush we are still wearing woolens, it won't be long before the 
summer uniform is donned. 

Led by Major Davenzort Johnson, a flight of twelve A-3B's recently visiteg 
Brownsville on a cross-country training mission. ‘The »lanes returned the sane 
day. ; 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif oo Aori) 18th. 





The first of the Fokker Y1C-14 Transvorts to be assigned to this station 
was ferried from the Fokler plant at Glendale, West Va., by Lieut. J.E. Mallory, 
After a mechanical check, several officers flew the new shin and seemed very 
well leased with it. 

Cantain Ira C. Raker arrived at Rockwell Field the early part of the month 
in a Lockheed Y1C~17 to commence »rererations for a non-stoyn west to east coast 
flight. The ship was turned over to the Rockwell Air Dexot, where the necessary 
reveirs and alterations vere accormlished. Unson comletion of the ship in the 
local shops, Caotain Ieker ferried it to Long Beach, where he awaited favorable 
weather revorts for his pro osed hop. The acival take-off was made at 2316 am, 
March 10th, and it was with sincere rezret that we learned of the Captain being 
forced down later in the day near Marion, Ky. : 

Lieut. C.3. Stone III, of the llth Bombardment Scuadron, the latest addition 
to the benedicts of Rockwell Field, was married on March 10th to Miss ima 
Winburn, of Tucson, Ariz. Miss Winburn was a student at the University of 
Ariwna. The ceremony was »erformed in the Sts. Peter and Paul Chavel at Tucson, 
with the Rev. Father Patterson officiating. After a short honeymoon in northerm 
California, the young cowsle are at home to their friends in their Coronado 
residence, . 

Combining military business with a good-will tour, three Mexican Army Air 
Corps officers visited Rockwell Field om March 2nd. ‘he three officers, . Colonel 
Albert S. Hart, Lieut.-Col. Sedrico and Cavtain inricue Laurent, were conducted 
around Rockwell and through the Revair Devot by Lieut.-Col. Barton X. Yount, 
Commanding; Officer of the field, and Major Carl S.atz, comnanding the 7th Zombari- 
ment Group. After the tour of insnection the visiting officers were flovm across 
the Bay to Lindberzh Field in one of the Curtiss "Condor" Bombers. 


Air Corns Troons, Fort Sill, Olcla., Avril Ffth. 





Several changes of »ersonnel have taken lace at Post Field in the past 
month, 2id Lieut. L.S. Weit, Res., was transfeired to Lanzley Field, Va., and 
teft here March 18th. 2nd Liewts. J.C. Britton and J. Vill Campvell, Reserve, 
left March 23rd for their new station at Mather Field, Calif. Oa March 20th, 
end Lieuts. F.A. Creech, D.M. Kesler and C.7. McKinnie, Air Reserve, renorted 
for duty. 

Second Lieuts. W.C. Eryen and C.7, McKinnie, Air Reserve, went on ten days! 
leave the first of the month, the former to Dallas, Texas, and the latter to 
Fargo, N.D. 

Staff Sergeants J. S. Bezek and C.L. Shaw devarted for service in Hawaii at 
Panama, resvectively. Staff Sct. Claud Emerson revorted here March 18th from 
Panama. Privates M. Vanya and L.M. Mackey returned from Chenute Field where 
they completed courses in Aircraft Welding and Engine Mechanics, respectively. 
Staff Sergeant Charles W. Skinner vas »romoted to lst Sergeant of the First 
Balloon Company, vice Staff Sgt. Earl H. Browning. 

Recent visitors to Post Field were Mejors Harmon, Houghland and Captain Brat) 
on March 28th; Majors Netherwood, Littlejohn and Volandt, Captain Brock and dté 
Peterson and Maughan on March 25th; Lieut. Hegenberger on March 23rd;Liouts. 
Broergen and Drake on March Sth; Lieut. L.V. Beau, Jr. and Set. Warrick on March 
5th; Lts. Paul and Grecory on Merch 3rd; Lts. Old and Beau on March 2nd; and 
Wajor Healy and Lieut. Harris on March lst. é 

Fight fans and Kibitzers and getting their money's worth in the present Mt. 
Sill Boxing Tournament. The Air Corss Team, drawn from the 88th end 1st Ballow 
Co., started with a nucleus of two exnerienced fizhters, Pvts. Crom and Richard 
son, both post champions of last year. Using a comparatively small and inexpert 
enced squad, they have gone into third lace and are creating no little unres 
in the camp of the leading 18th Battalion Red legs. They have fought 52 fights, 


forfeited none, drew 5, Seventy more fights are scheduled. 
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(lark Field, Fort Stotsenbure, Pammeanga, P.I., March 10th. 


The Third Pursuit Squadron has carried out its normal flight training 
schedule of gunnery, bombing and combat exercises and, in addition, yarticinated 
in two reviews and a cross-country flight to Avarri., 

The flight to Avarri (Feb. 10-12) included 12 officers and 5 enlisted 
mechanics, two S-plene flights of P-l2's and one Douglas Transport. On arrival 
at Aparri, the Squadron was met by Mr. Weber, Menager of the Brunning Tobacco 
¢o., Who »rovidea trans»vortation to Tuguegareo end entertained eight of the offi- 
cers in his home. On the llth, Mr. Weber arranged a »:icnic and swimming exvedi-~ 
tion on a river some 20 miles back in the mountains east of Tuguegarao. 

On the 27th and 28th, the Squadron varticinated in reviews in honor of Vice 
Governor Butte at Fort McKinley and Ambassador Forbes at Fort Stotsenburg, 
respectively. ; 

As a consequence of the revision and improvements on the Clark Field golf 
course, some 50 additional enlisted men have taken un the game with anvarently 
serious intent. 

A weading of particular interest to members of both the Army and Navy was 
that of Miss Jane Leish Beall, the elder daughter of Major and Mrs. John B. 
Brooks, A.C., and Lieut. (j.g.) John #. Fitzgiobon, U.S.N., on Saturday, Jamary 
$1, 1961. The most charming simolicity and dignity characterized the event. In- 
formal invitations had been issued to intimate friends from Manila, Fort 
Stotsenburg and Clark Field, of which post Major Brooks is the Commanding Officer, 
and the wide verandahs of Major Brooks! quarters were filled with guests as the 
appointed time drew near. An informal receotion and tea folloved the ceremony, 
after which Lieut. and Mrs. Fitzgibbon left by motor for a honeymoon in Baguio. 

Mrs. Fitzgibbon is the grand-daughter of the late Commodore and Mrs. Dennis 
H. Mahan, and a great niece of the illustrious Admiral A.T. Mahan whose work on 
Naval tactics and strategy are a model for modern Naval employment. Her family 
has been well kmown in both services for more than a century, since the first 
Dennis Mahan was graduated from West Point in 1821. 

Lieut. Fitzgibbon lived formerly at Newark, Ohio, and was graduated from the 
U.S. Naval Academy with the Class of 1927. He is assigned to duty on the USS 
Pittsburgh, flagship of the Asiatic Fleet, which is now on a cruise of the 
Soutern Islands, Siam and Indo-China with Governor-General Dwight Davis. On the 
return of the "Pittsburgh" early in April, the bride and groom will sail for 
Honolulu to take station. 

Major Brooks, having bought a new bowling ball last foll, announces the com 
pletion of his 500th game on Friday, March 13th, with an average score of 177.32. 
His high score for one game is 258. 





154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas National Guard. 


Capt. Leland R. Hewitt, our Regular Army Instructor for several years, who 
has been very >opular with the coumissioned and enlisted nersonnel, was ordered 
to duty in the Philippines. He is to be replaced by Licut. Horn after comleting 
his tour of duty in Panama. We wish Capt. Hewitt a pleasant tour in the Islands. 

The engineering section is hard at work getting our ships ready for the 
aunual maneuvers, and everyone slated to go is counting the days before shoving 
off. The personnel nicked for the trip are Lieut. Horn, Regular Army Instructor; 
Lts. Howe, Fee, Hatten, Fagan, Sgts. McGinnis, Cline, Howard and Duncan, and Sgt. 
licKee, the Regular Army enlisted instructor on duty here with the Squadron. 


Visitors here during the past month included Lieut. Stranathan in a Lockheed 
Transport, with Congressmen Clague and Kvale as passengers, Lt. Dugan with Major 


_ Harwood as passenger from Post Field, and Lieut. Percifull from Post Field. 


Lieut. Bill Hopson has just been checked off »rimary training type ships to 
Service tye, and is now piling up time on them. 
The Squadron is renresentod at the Primary School at March Field by two 
former members, Privates Rosasco and White. Much power to them. 
Pvt. Will A. Northen took the entrance. examination for the Naval Academy. 
A new athletic »rogram was ado;ted by the Squadron which will interest every 
men therein during the summer months. Baseball, swimming, tennis, boxing and 
dball teams were organized, equipment purchased and professional coaches secur- 
ed for each team. The baseball team has a formidable array of high school and 
college players who have been practicing every day. Games have been scheduled for 
fach Sunday of the season. ‘The team is being coached by William A. "Scrap y" 
Moore , a former <a league vlayer. The boxing team has engaged other military or- 
ganizations in bouts and aré planning other shows during the outdoor season. ey 
are being coached by Joe Peck, a lightweight of southern fame. 
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Primary Flying School, Merch Field, Riverside, Calif,, April 15th. 














Whiae the eastern and central states have been shivering from the after 
effects of "Old Man Winter," California has been enjoying the healthy rays og [ 
"Old Sol" and breathing the fragrant odor of the Orange Blossoms which have 
been in bloom for the last three weeks. All in all, March Field is quite a de. F 
sirable »lace to live . 

March Field's Inter Squadron Baseball League started off ausficiously oy 
Monday, March 30th, with the 54th School Squadron defeating the 7Oth Service 
Scuadron, 10 to 6. 

Major Joseph Long officially opened the season by throwing the first bal] 
over the plate. After a careful wind-up, he heaved a fast one over the late 
for a perfect strike. Licut. Frank Armstrong was on the mound for the winners 
and shoved himself to be a reel ball layer. 

The March Field Band was on hand to liven the occasion with snappy tunes 
between the innings. A large crowd attended the game. 

The first two 0-385 airnlanes for use in the 7th Bombardment Group were 
received from the Douglas Factory on April lst. 


Fairfield, 0., Air Desot, March 20th. 





The follswing airolanes and engines were overhauled during the month of 
March: Airplanes - Major overhauls; 1 BI-1, 2 Br-2h, 5 A-3, 1 0-9, 2 P-6A, 

4 0-198, 4 025A, 2 P-1C, 1 O2-H, 1 PR1, total 23; Minor overhauls ~- total 20, 
Engines, Mejor overhauls: 28 SR-1340, 10 GIV-i570, 10 720, 1 J-6, 1 Curtiss Blo, 
total 50; Minor overhauls, total 19. In addition to the above, the Ingineering 
Department accomplished instrument, paraclwte, Curtiss D-12 cylinder banks and 
a large variety of work necessary for the oncoming Spring Maneuvers. 

Arrivals at this station via air during the past two weeks were as follows; 
Major Royce and Lieut. Haddon from Selfridge Field enroute to Bolling Field; 
Capt. Ott in an A~d, Lieut. Reed and three pessengers in a Y1C, from Selfridge 
Field; Cant. Colgan and Mr. Hoffman, Iunken Airzort, in an O2=H; Set. Jackson 
and 4 nassengers, Chanute eye in a C-l; Lieuts. Nicol and Harmon, Detroit, in 
a BIkl; Lieut. Mann, Chicago, in an O2-H (March 16th); - March 17th - Lieut. 
-MeConnell. and Pvt. ait "Siteean Field; Lieut. Watson and Sgt. Lee, Stout 
Field, in 02-H planes; - March 18th: Lieut. Cwmings ond Sgt. Stock, Cleveland, 
in BI-l; Lieut. Mears and Pvt. Fradien, iunken Airsort, in an O2-H; Major David- 
son and Lieut. Patterson, Polling Field, in ET2B; Lieut. Carpenter and Sgt. 
Inman, Stout Field, in O2-H; Lieut. Pincomb, Selfridge Field, in P-6A for major 
overhaul, the latter devarting in a P-120 overhauled at this station; March 
20th: Lieut. Griffith and three pasgéengers, Selfridge Field, in Y1C, enroute to 
Wright Field; Capt. Kauch, Lieuts. Parker, Watkins and Cook, Wright Field, en 
route from Buffalo, N.Y. to France Field, Paname; Merch 2lst: Lieut. Gardner, 
Memphis, Tenn. departed in an O-ll overhauled at this station; March cérd;: 
Lieut. Laughinghouse and Sgt. Nendell, Chanute Field; Lieut. Umstead and Capt. 
Muse, passenger, Bolling Field; Capt. Ott with two passengers , Selfridge Field; 
Capt. Giffin and Capt. Paul, Maxwell Field, and Eieut.- Williamson with three 
passengers, San Diego, arrived on cross-country missions. Lieuts. Poe and 
Feldman, Selfridge Field, departed in two P-G6A's; Liéuts. Burgess and Smith and 
Sgt. Swisher, Chanute Field, departed in an 0-254 and an " A-SEB, respectively, 
for their home stations, ferrying planes overhauled at this station; March 24th: 
Capt. Hetsch and Lieut. Young, Iunken Airport, Cant. Herold, Lambert Field, St. 
Louis, departed, ferrying a P11 overhauled at this station; March 25th, Lieut, 
Carpenter and Sgt. Hansen, Stout Field; Sgt: David and three passengers, Scott 
Field; March 26th: Lieut. Willis, Bolling Field; Lieuts. Genaro and Anderson, 
Schoen Field; Lieut. Graff with five passengers, Langley Field; Lieut. Selff, 
Rockwell Field; March 27th; Lieuts. Wagner, Bromfield and Enuart devarted for 
Langley Field, verrying three 0-254 planes overhauled this Depot; Lieut. Orr 
with five passengers, Mitchel Field, in a C-7, arrived from Middletown Air 
Depot, enroute to Chanute Field. 

The Officers! Club held a St.. Patrick's Dance at Wright Field on the even- 
ing of March 17th, ‘The party was well ettended and was mach enjoyed by all. 

_ Lieut. Melvin B. Asp, who denarted by rail Merch 23rd for Candler Field, 
Atlanta, Ga., to secure and ferry a PT plane to this station for overhaul, ex- 
perienced engine trouble and inclement weather enroute. 


Warrant Officer Charles M. Smith departed March 16th for 5 ¥ sal grit 
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fll., on leave of absence, returning Merch c4th. 
Lieut. John A. Austin, who vent to Santa Monica, Calif., by rail, secured 
q BI-cB airzlane from the Douglas Aircraft Co., and ferried it to this station, 
via Rockwell Field, Tucson, Arizonae, and El Paso, Texas, exverienced very in- 
clement weather during; his flight, zero temoerature prevailing in Texas. 
Cantain Edward Laughlin, of this Devot, ferried an 025A from Fort Riley, 
Kansas, for overhaul in connection with the forthcoming Air Corps Maneuvers. 
Tvo ASB planes, overhauled at this station, were ferried to Fort Leaven- 
yorth, Kansas, by Capt. Hugh A. Bivins and Lieut. F.M. Honkins, Jr. March 13th. 


Fairfield, Ohio, Air Denot, April 15th. 





From April lst to the loth, 10 airplanes were given major overhauls, viz: 
1 XP-G6, 1 Awd, 1 Pl-C, 1 P-OA, 1 0O-25A, 4 O19B and 1 C9. 

Planes received for reneirs during the same :eriod included 2 O2-H and 
1 P-3A for major overhaul, 1 02 and 1 O2-H for minor overhaul, 1 P-le, 1 Pelec 
and 2 Pel2D's for radio installations, and 1 A-GB, 1 PT-3A, 1 YIF and 1 A-d for 
major overhavls. 

The activity renort of the Suxply Devartment for March shows incoming 
tonnage of freight, 3506.7 tons; exnress, 1.7 tons; parcel nost, 665 1bs.; 
outgoing, freight, 116.8 tons; exoress, 9.1 tons, parcel vost, 2,815 lbs.; 
material received by other means 105,628 lbs., shipned, 189,350 lbs; incoming 
shipments, 552; outgoing, 1,509; regiisitions received, 652. 

Lieut. Melvin B, As» flew to Scott Field, I1]., April 10th, in a Cl lane, 
transporting an engine to that station and returning with 5 enlisted men for 
temporary duty here. . 

Lieut. Leslie P. Holcomb, Scott Field, end 75 enlisted men, some transported 
by automobile but most of them by »lene, joined this Station April 10th and llth 
for temporary duty in connection with the Air Corns Demonstrations to be held 
in May. 

A number of night flizhts were accomplished by pilots of the Depot during 
the past two weeks. . 

Captain H.A. Bivins and Lieut. George V. McPike ferried planes to this 
station for overhaul, the former from Fort Leavenworth and the latter from 
Candler Field, Atlante, Ga. 

Thirty officers of the Armement Section of the Air Corvs Technical School, 
Chanute Field, Ill., arrived Avril 6th, to make a tour of inspection of the 
Depot and of Wright Field. 

Lieut.~Col. C.0. Schudt, Finance Department, made an inspection at this 
Depot March 21st in connection with the auditing of »ronerty accounts. 

Major Frank C. Mahin, Insvector General's Dexartment, arrived April 6th to 
make the annual insvection of the Denot. 

Col. C.C. Culver, of Washington, made an official call at this station on 
April 10th. 


Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, April 2érd. 





The bowling season has just ended at Fort Riley, and the Air Corps Mnlist- 
ed Men's team was victorious as usual. This makes three successive victories 
for the Air Corps team and hence three vost chamoionships. This feat requires 
very consistent bowling. The league consists of 16 teams, and during the season 
each bowls a total of 45 games. 

The Air Corps team carvied off almost all the honors in the league. Private 
Colosi held the high individual average with 182, also the high trisle with 681. 
The team average at the close of the season was 177. Averages of the four other 
members of the team were - Corp. James 0. Oldson, 179; Master Sgt. Arnold Ruef 
and Pvt. 1st Cl. Lothrop Hayden, 176; Sgt. Joseph J. Eberling, 175. 

This being a Cavalry vost, the Cavalry entrants have been rather melancholy 
4s a result of losing to the Air Coros for three successive years. They are now 
Somewhat i:proved in spirits and morale, as the recent reorganization of the 
léth Squadron took three of our best bowlers away from us and, consequently, the 
competition which will be offered by the Air Corvs the next season will be 


Somewhat diminished, 614" 
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San Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas, April 14th. 





Great rezret is felt at losing Cant. and Mrs. Jose zh W. Tinmons , ae 
from the Denot's circle. Cant. Timmons was assigned to duty at Chilkoot Bes, 
Alaska, and left April end for that station. He and Mrs. Timmons were at the 
Denot since October, 1928, and they carry with them the best wishes of this gy 
mand for happiness in their new activity. 

Lieut. Robert E. Selfi, of Rockwell Field, visited the Depot April 2nd to 
6th while enroute ferrying a Y1C@~14 plane to the west coast. He stopped here 
for repairs to his engine. 

Capt. Edwin R. Page and 1st Lieut. Jauwes I. Parker, of the Materiel Divi; 
Wright Field, arrived here Avril 10th, ferrying a Y1C-14 Fokker plane, for the 
purpose of obtaining data and conferring on various matters connected with thig 
type of airplane, and also on the Wright R-540 engines. With them as passengg 
was Major E.G. Reinartz, M.C., of Wright Field. Lieut. Parker with Major 
Reinartz left here on the 13th on the return journey to Wright Field, while 
Cant. Page is remaining at this Devot on temmorary auty. 

Major Frank D. Laclland, A.C., and Major Henry L. Green, Q.M.C., of the 
Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, »vaid a »vleasant ip 
formal visit to this Devot March 3lst to Aoril Srd, on cross-country in an Ang 
plane. Major Lackland was kent busy greeting old friends in this vicinity, ag 
he was comianding officer of this Depot for a number of years. 

Among the recent out of tow visitors at this Depot were the following Aly 
Corps officers attending the monthly conference here on Air Corps supply and 
maintenance in this Area on April 7th: Mejor Lewis H. Brereton, C.0. of Air 
Corps Troops, Fort Sill, Okla., and 2nd Lieuts. John J. Keough and James H. Roe 
of that station; and Major Davenport Johnson, C.0. of Fort Crockett, and Capt. 
S.J. Idzorek and lst Licut. J.J. O'Connell of that station. 

The Engineering Devartment of the Devot overhauled and repaired the folle 
ing airplanes and engines during March: Airplanes overhauled - 3 A-3, 5 A-SB, 
6 O2-H, 1 0-11, 3 P-1D, 2 PIF, 1 PH-9C, 2 BI, 1 PRS, 1 PRA, total 25, 
Airplanes repaired - 15 A-3B, 1 DH-4N+2T, 5 O2-H, 1 02-J, 1 O~11, 10 0-198, 

3 P12, 2 PW-9D, 1 BI-l, 1 7A, 2 C9, 2 YI-C, total 45. Engines overhauled « 
43 Curtiss D-12, 8 Wright J-5, 4 Wright J-6, 3 Wasp, 1 Kinner, total 59. Engine 
repaired ~ 25 Liberty, 3 Curtiss D-12, 2 Wright J-6, total 350. 


Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, April 3rd. 





Colonel K. Teramoto and Capt. Taurumatsu Sunago, of the Imperial Japanese 
Army, were interested visitors at Mitchel Field recently. Colonel Teramoto has 
been the Air Attacae for Janan at Washington, and he and Captain Sunago, before 
their return to Janan, have been making a tour of the United States, inspecting 
military air fields and other places aeronautical. - On their arrival at the nost 
they were met by Col. Howard, lajor Ryan, Lieuts. Kissner and Mathewson, ‘The 
first place inspected was the Post Operations. After luncheon at the Officers! 
Club, with Col. Howard, the visitors were escorted about the post by Lieuts. 
Kissner and Mathewson, Air Corps Supoly, Engineering Hangar and the Squadron 
hangars were visited. As a fimale, they were flown sightseeing over New York 
by their escorts, and being met in the air on their return by Lieut. Allen, the 
piece de resistance was added in the forn of a formation with ali the trimmings 
It may not be apropos, but it is interesting to add that Lieut. Mathewson 
acquired several good telephone numbers in Tokio. 

Lectures and speeches are getting to be more or less of a habit with Capt. 
Gale. He delivered two lectures recently to the students of New York University, 
each lasting an hour and 45 mimtes. For 45 mimtes more the Capt. answered th 
questions of his interested audience. 

Mitchel Field extended a hearty welcome to eleven new officers re vorting t 
the post, ten being graduates of the last class at Kelly Field, while the elevem 
Roland Ranney, being assigned to active duty from civil life. These 2nd Lieuts 
were assigned as follows: to lst Obs. Saqdn: William J. Chapman, Jonathan Haynes, 
John D. Williamson; To Sth Obs. Sodn.: Cecil L. Folner, Benjamin Lowery and 
Robert Springer; To 99th Obs. Sadn.; Tine O, Carlson, James McL. McLecd, Roland 
H. Ranney; fo 6lst Service Sqdn.; Felix P. Jones; To 8th Photo Section, ZeySmith 

On Army Day, Monday, April 6th, the Commanding Officer called off all 
duties for the afternoon. The annual Army Day varade was held on Saturday, Apt 
4th, the Mitchel Field Band parading, while a 9-s ship formation from the lst 


Squadron flew over the city. 
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